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'THE PROBLEM
The importance ot any move-.nt may be determined, in
part, by its claiu.

If' these claims are true,. they will

demand careful .attention of all concerned.

'The Mormon Church

claims to represent '*the restoration of' the Gospel at Jesus
.~he

Ohris.t. •l

foundation tor this assertion is basecl on the

2ook ot Mormon.

This Book states that the Bible in its

origiaal torm coatained a true revelation from Go4.2

'fhis

Ohureh maintained that the Gospel was not retained in its pure
and simple form, tor following the apostlea there arose an
tttabominable church" which deleted many plaiD and precious parts

ot the Bible. 'fhis assumption is recorded as follows:
And after they go forth by the hand of the twelve
apostles of the Lamb, from the Jews unto the Gentiles,
thou sees't the foundation ot' a great and abominable church,
which is most abominable above all other churches; for
behold, they have taken away from the gospel of the Lamb
many parts which are plain and most precious.
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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•
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And after these plain and precious things were taken away
it goet!3- forth unto all the natioas of the Gentiles • • • • 3
1 Willi sa E. Berrett, '!he Restored Church (Utah: The
Department of Education of the-church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints, 1137}, p. 1.
... 2 Joseph Smith, !!'!.!. Book ~-t Mormon (Utah: 'The Church
ot Zesus Christ of Latter-d~aints, 1950), I Nephi 13:24.

3 ! bid., I Nephi 13:26,29.

'

The above claim reveals the :Mormon view of all other
religious bodies representing Christianity, from the rise of
the •abomiaable ohurehn to that of our present day.

Assuming

th1s claim to be true, one is obliged to look upon the history
of the Christian Church and its present day heritage. as a
misrepresentation of the truth a.s revealed in Christ.

'fhis,

according to the :Momon belief, is a tragic picture and would
have con.tinued so if God had not chosen to restore these plain
and precious truths through another revelation.4

It is the

possession and proclamation of these restored truths that
provides a basis for the existence of the :Mormon Church.
Firmly convinced that the above assertions are true,
the :Mormon Church has endured hardship and persecution to
propagate its views.

Displaying a conscientious. sacrificial

spirit, missionaries have carried the message of the "'restored
churehn throughout America and to many parts of the world.
I.
~

STAT1DJ.IEN'l OF THE PROBLEM

first phase.

The doctrines of revelation and in-

spiration are important factors in establishing the claims of
the MOrmon Church.

This investigator observed that the Mormon

Church would have a sturdy foundation upon

4 Ibid., I Nephi 13:40.

wh~ch

to build its

.I

3'

unique clatms if its views on revelation and inspiration •ere
proven true.

It, on the other hand. these views were shown

to be invalid the entire movement

.is

in jeopardy.

'fhe

first part $.f the pro'blem, therefore, resolved around a careful objective study ot the view of the Mormon Church on
revelation and inspiration as compared with the view held by
Conservative Protestantism.
~

second phase.

The second aspect of the problem

involved a presentation of other doctrines (God, creation,
fall, and salvation).

A comparative study was nectasary to

determine the similarities and differences (in doctrine) between
Mormonism and Conservative Protestantism.
II.

PURPOSE OF THE STUDY

Comparison of doctrine.

The purpose of this investi-

gation has been to present a thorough study of major doctrines
believed by the Mormon Church as compared with Conservative
Protestantism.

'rhe purpose seemed valid for two reasons.

First, because there was a paucity of material presenting such
a comparative study.

Second, because it was believed that

such an approach would provide some of the clearest evidence
regarding the validity of Mormon elaims.
Olari t:v of thoo5!!t.

In recent· years, the au thor has

become particularly aware of the Mormon movement.

It was

4

observed that many sincere persons were in a state of confusion when !aced with the claims made by Mormon missionariEUI+
Even thCilse firmly grounded in the Bible found difficulty in
answering some questions.

A desire to aid these contused

minds has been a primal stimulant in making the investigation.
III.

REVIEW OF PREVIOUS LITERATURE

Review of literature.

A review of literature dis-

closed the fact that many helpful studies have 'been made.
Some of these have been written by previous members of the
Mormon Church.

Their work demanded careful attention and

provided valuable information.

One such book was written by

J. Y. Gibbs, entitled Lishts and Shadows of Mormonism.

Gibbs was personally acquainted with Brigham Young.

Mr.

He parti-

cipated in many activities tor the MOrmon Church including a
mission to England.

In approaching his subject, Mr. Gibbs

provided keen insight into the inception and progress of the

___

movement.

..........
One of the clearest treatments on The Book of ......._........,
Mormon

is

~

Golden Bible, written by Rev. M. T. Lamb (a Baptist

minister).

His thesis was:

"The Book ot Mormon lies at the

foundation, is the corner stone of the Mormon Church • • • • tt5
5 M. T .. Lamb. The Golden Bible
Drummond, 188'1), p. 1:--

(New York:

Ward and

5
He treats sueh subjects as li terarJ st.yle, miracles, inspira-

tion, composition, and. history.

Rev. Lamb had a very fruitfUl

ministry among the Mormons in Utah.

His authoritative work

was of utmost importance.
Another valuable work, though brief in its scope, was
The Chaos £! Cults, by Jan Karel Van Baalen.

Particular

stress was placed by Mr. Van Baalen upon the doctrine of
polygamy and its development.

Other doctrines of the Mormon

Church were mentioned, but only briefly.

The work is well

organized and factually presented but is too brief to provide
a fair analysis of the problem.

It must of necessity be

supplemented by other materials.
One of the best documented works has been written by
James H. Snowden, entitled,

~Truth

About Mormonism.

Mr.

Snowden in his research had aceess to the most complete
library of literature on

Mo~onism.

His main purpose for

writing was to pres.ent a fair treatment of Mormonism. in the
light of available evidence.

Be has many statements from. men

of authority in the Mormon Church, thus making the book
invaluable.
Value ot, the§!e boo:Q. .The books thus tar tlentf.onecl.
and many ,othera like them, have bee:u valuable tor two reasons:
first, theJ have presented logical arguments some ot which

·'

.

have 'been well grounaed; and second, they have been a rich
source 'lor reference u1ierials which were welcomed in this
study.

Apparent

llli•

It should be noted from the above

references, there was the lack of adequate research in the
area of d()ctrine.

This observation, stimulated from the study

ot materials available, provided the firm conviction that this
study was justifie4.
IV.

LIMITATIONS OF 'l"'HE PROBLEM

Delimitins !!! problem.

Since every 4octrine of the

Mormon Church could not be considere4 within the limits of
this stu4y, the author has felt the necessity of being selective.

The doctrines consi4ered are as follows:

Revelation

and inspiration; Trinity, God, Christ and the Holy Spirit;
Creation and the fall; and Salvation.

The Mormon movement

has several divisions but only the largest body, whose headquarters are at Sa1t Lake, was considered.
V.

Mormonism.
gious

gr~p

DUINITION OF TERMS

Mormonism was the name given to that reli-

who olaime4 the Book

God's inspired word.

~

Mormon to be a portion of

When this movement was organized in

1630, it was called the "Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day

'

'

Saints".

This is the proper name for .the organization and is

preferred, by those representing this group, as over against
the nickname MOrmon.

However, for the sake of brevity and

because of familiarity, the

n~e

Marmon was used throughout

this study.
Doctrine.

'l'he term doctrine came from the Greek word

meaning "doctor" and is equivalent to the word "teacher .... 5
It denotes both the act of teaching and that which is taught.
In the Pastoral and general Epistles? of the New Testament,
we see that .the word doctrine oame to mean a body of teachings
which were generally aceepted and served as a standard for
orthodoxy.a

It is troa this scriptural teaching that the

word doctrine deriTes its present meaning.
Arainian-Wesleyanism.

!he term Arminian is derived

trom .Tames J.rmin1us who revolted against hyper-Calvinism.
He was born in the year 1560.

His great contribution to the

Christian Church was an emphasis of five specific pointa which
are as follows:

we are saved through believing in Christ;

the atonement is unlimited; God provides prevenient grace;

6 .Tames Orr, general edi tor,t. tie International Standard

Bible Encyclofaedia. (Michigan:
Company, 1947 , II, 866.
2:1.

wm~.

lerdmans PUol{shing

7 I Timothy 1:10; 6:3; II Timotby 1:1$; 4:3; Titus 1:9;

a Orr,

~· ~.,

p. 867.

..

e
God's graoe may be resisted; and one may forfeit his relation
with God.~
A century and a half later John Wesley was born in
England (1703).

He aceepted the teaching of James Armin ius.

and went on to make a valuable contribution in defining and
developing the teaching of christian perfection as taught in
the Bible.

John Wesley believed

that~

• • • • We may be saved

from all sin before death; that is from all sinful tempers and
desires.•lO
Conservative Protestantism.

This term has specifie

referenoe to that body within Chriatendom which maintains the
Bible to be the only infallible guide to faith and practice.
For clarity and convenience, this term was used throughout
this study to designate the author's position.
VI.

ASSUMPTIONS

------

The .;;;,.;;;;.
Bible
as the Word of God.
............... ___

The author believes the

Holy Bible to be the inerrant Word of God.
natural revelation from God to man.

It is a super-

The books of the Bible

9 llbert Henl'J Newman, ! Manual ,2! Church HistG)!'~
(Illinois: fhe American Baptist Publication !ociety, 1 48),
II, 346.
10 John Wesley, A Plain Account of Christian Perfection
(Kentucky: Pentecostai PUblishing ao.;-[n. 4J ), p. 3.

9

were written by

• • Holy men of God who spake as they were

·~

moved by the Holy Ghost.nll
~he

Arminian-Weslezan

~·

~he

author assumes the

Arminian view, with John Wesley's teaching on christian perfection to be a true interpretation of the Bible.
VII.
Doctrines of

METHOD OF PROCEDURE

~

Mormon Church.

After defining the

problem, the author presented a study of the doctrines of
revelation and inspiration, and four other major doctrines as
held by the Mormon Church.

(Fortunately this author had the

privilege of visiting the headquarters of the Mormon Church
in Salt Lake City,

U~ah,

where access was given to the main

library of this movement. · The author was cordially received
and valuable information was made available.)
Doctrines

~

Conservative Protestantism.

The author

then devoted his attention to major doctrines as held by
Conservative Protestantism.

These corresponded, as tar as

possible, to related doctrines of the Mormon Church.
Comparison

~

contrast.

The presentation of Conserva-

tive Protestantism provided a basis for comparison and contrast.
ll II Peter 1:21

10

For clarity the contra.st was made in chart form.

Here was

shown the actual similarity and differences between the
doctrinal views held by the Mormon Church and Conservative
Protestantism.
of this study.

The last chapter presented the conclusions

CHAPTER II
'
THE MOR}IDN
DOOTRiliES OF REVELATION

INSPIRI\.TION

The doctrines of revelation and inspiration are
significant in establishing the authority of the Mormon Church.
Its very existence as a religious body is substantiated, in
a large measure, by its definition and use of these doctrines.
This chapter was devoted to a careful study of these terms
with special emphasis upon revelation.
Materials and method

!!!

procedure.

were divided into two main classifications:

The materials used
first, the four

--

standard worksl of the Mormon Church (The Holy Bible, The Book
£!Mormon,

Doctrine~

Covenants, and Pearl of Great Price);

second, contributions from their outstanding leaders.
materials

w1e

These

used throughout the study of Mormon doctrine.

The method of procedure consisted of an inductive study
of the four standard works.

This was supplemented by a care-

ful examination of the teachings presented by Joseph Smith
and the first six presidents.

Also, the contributions of

Orson Pratt, an outstanding apologist, were considered.

And

from the leaders of today, a study was made of the lectures

1 The four standard works comprise the sacred scriptures
of the Mormon Church.

12

from Sidney Sperry, present professor of language and literature at Brigham Young University.
Enumeration £! points.

The doctrines of revelation

and inspiration were presented as follows:

first, definition

of terms; second, need for continuous revelation; third, how
revelation is received and to whom it is given; fourth, a
description of recorded revelation; fifth, the Mormon view of
the Holy Bible; sixth, sum:mary of revelation and authority of
the Bible.
Definition.

An

adequate definition of the terms

revelation and inspiration would necessarily include all the
divisions of this chapter.

A.

brief statement, however,

regarding the essential nature of these doctrines would seem
advisable as a preface.

From the Book of Moses, found in the

Pearl of Great Price, we have the following statement:
tt

• • • tor my works are without end, and also my words, for

they neTer cease.•2

From this quotation we have the main

principle of revelation, that ot continuancut.
sarily true because of its nature.

This is neces-

Joseph F. Smith, sixth

president, describes this nature.
What is revelation but the uncovering of new truths,
by him who is the fountain of all truth? To say that
2 Joseph Smith, The Pearl of Great Price (Utah: 'rhe
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, l951), Moses 1:4.

13

there is no need ot new revelation, is equivalent to
saying that we have no need ot new truths--a ridiculous
•ssertion.,3
These new reve.aled truths provide guidance tor the Mormon
Ohu.rch and tor daily living ot its respective members.

We

may epitomize the preoedirtg observations bg stating that God
necessarily od continually gives revelation to his own in
order to provide guidance in every realm or lite.

This avoids

depending upon human reason.4
The term inapiraticn describes the means whereby we
know the validity or divine impressions.

The Doctrine tmd

Covenant&c provided clear teaching at tiris point.
But, behold, I say unto you, that you must study it
out in your mind; then you must ask me [Christl it it be
right, and it .it is right I will cause that your bosom
sl:uall burn. within you; ther.efore, you shall feel that
it is ri~t. But it it be not right you. shall have no
auch teelJ.ngs. • • • 5
The 1!ormon church affirms that all revelations must come
through properly inspired persons.
~

tor revelation.

An important aspect or the need

for continuous revelation is based upon the teaching that
3 doseph F. Smith, Gospel Doctrine Sermons and Writings
(eighth edition; Utah: Deseret Book Company, l94:9},p. 37.
(Utah:

4 Joseph Fielding Smithf The 2eatoration ,2! All Things
The Deseret News, 19441, p. 55.

5 Joseph Smith, '.the Jloctrine and Covenants (Utah:
The Church ot Jesus Ghriat of Latter-day Staints, 1950), 9:8,9.

14
continuous revelation is the foundation £t

~-c_nn_r_e_h_:

present day revelation, the church could not exist.

Without

Proof tor

this buic tenet is carefully labored by Sidney Sp.erry, present
professor of Old

~estament

language and literature and director

ot religion at Brigham Young Uaiversity.

Ill commentiag on

Matthew 16:15-16, the tollow.iac .is ei te4:
~he. view oolUJistently held by the Latter-day SaiDta
has beea tha't the 1 roek'6tis the principle ot revelation.
'· •• flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee,
but my father • • • and upon this rock {principle of
revelation) I will build my church: • • • '7

Mr. Sperry continues by calling attention to the changing ot
Peter's name 1n John 1:42:.

Here he refers to the teaching ot

Joseph Smith.
When Joseph Smith was revising the Gospel ot John by
the spirit ot revelation, be corrected this passage to
read thus: 'And he brought him to Jesus. And When Jesus
beheld him, he sa14, thou ar't Simon, the son ot Jonah,
thou shalt be called Cephas, Which is, by interpretation
a seer,B or a stone. •9
By combining the teaching ot these two scriptures (Matthew
16:15-18 .and John 1:42), Mr. Sperry made the following eon•
elusioa in reference to a distinction betwee:a petros (masculine

Christ.

6 Conservative Protestantiam believes the rock to be

7 S14ney B. Sperry, ftemes of the Restorttd Church
(Ut.ab: Bookeratt Ptlbliabiag Co~, !'f50), p. 1!5.

6 Sidney Sperry stated that the translation of Cephas
to mean •aee:l'" is not given in our modern Aramaic dictionaries, but was unfortunately lost during early Christian times.
9

Ibid. , p. 136.

15
gender translated Peter) and petra (feminine gender translated
rock):
In 'f'iew et the fact that our Lord was so pleased with
the revelatory or seerie powers ot Peter, what could be
more reasonable than to believe that by pe~rA [femi.aine],
[Italics and brackets by Sperry] he had re erenee to the
fundamental principle ot seership or revelation? That is
the great mother rook or principle upon which the Church
should be built. '!'he reason why our Protestant and
Catholic friends alike refuse to see the great strength
ot our position is that in their presuppositions they rule
out living oracles ot God.lO
Accepting the positioll that the church is built upon the rock
ot revelation, provides one of the strollgest arguaents t'or
the need of continuous revelation.
The next step in the development of the need tor
present day revelation is that without revelation· salvation
is not obtainable.

-~

Joseph Smith declared the following:

''Salvation cannot come without revelation [continuous]; it
is in vain tor anyone to minister without it • • • • nll And
again,
fhe plea ot many in this day is, that we have no right
to reeetve revelations; but it we do not get revelatioaa,
we do not have the oracles of God; and if they have not
the oracles· of' God, they are not the people of God.l2

10 ~., p. 143.
ll Joaeph Fiel~ing Sm1 th, compiler, !eaehi:nga of the
Pronet Joseph Smith (Utah: The ])eseret lfews Press, l938T,
p.

60.

16

Brigham Young, who f'ollewed Joseph Smith and assumed the first
presidency, wrote the following:
I~ we ha~ all the revelation given since the days of
Adam and were without the spirit of revelation [continuou~
to be and abide in the midst of the people, it would be
impossible for us to be saved in the celestial kingdom of
God.l5

Another emphatic statement on this subject was presentedby
president Wilford Woodruff.
I would to God that the inhabitants of the earth would
get rid of the idea that revelation ceased when Christ
was put to death. It is a false doctrine. Revela~tion
(continuous) belongs to the salvation of the children of
men.l4
.
Portunately, God has not left man to grope in darkness
but htul provided revelatiem througJt the Mormon Church.
revelations are binding as holy scripture.

These

The one who

rejects these revelations cannot inherit eternal life, bat
shall be damued forever.

This da:mnation was taught by Joseph

Smith.
What will become of the world, or the various professors of religion who do not believe in revelation and
the oracles ot God as continued [italies not in origiaaJJ
to His Church i:a all ages of the world, whea He has a
people on earth! I tell you, in the name of Jesus Christ,
they will be damned; and when you get into the eternal
13 John A. Vfidtsoe, selected and arranged, Discourses
of Br~am.
(U'tah: '!he Deseret Hews Preas, 1J!5),
p:- 19 , cit ng ournal ot Discourses 12:259-260.

roupg

14 Romer G. Durham., arran~ed and edited by, The
Discourses o:r Wiltori Woodruff (Utah: !'he Bookera?tco.,

it41 J, p. 49.

..

.

.

17
world, you will. find it will be so, they cannot esca)e
the damnation of hell.l5
~

revelation

~

problem of the need tor

received.

Having surveyed the
the author turned to a

revelatio~,

consideration of how revelation is received.

The first

endea:vor was to e.stablish the means whereby revelation, binding
upon the church, is commu:aieated.

A

study· of the Melehizedek

priesthood, as taught by the Mormon Church, provides a.n understanding of this problem.
There are two Priesthoods spoken of in the Seriptul'es,
viz., the Melehizedek and the Aaronie or Levitical. Al~
though there are two Priesthoods, yet the Melehizedek
Prieathood comprehends .the Aaronie or LeTi tical. Priesthood, and is the grand head, and holds. the highest
authority whi.cb. pertaias to the Priesthood, and the keys
of ths Kingdom of God in all ages of the worl.d to the
latest posterity on the earth; and is the channel through
which all knowledge, doctrine, the plan of salvation and
every important matter is. revealed fro.m heaven.
Its institution was prior to 'the foundation of this
earth, • • • ' and is the highe-st' and holiest Priesthood,
and is after the order of the Son of God, and all other
Priesthoods are only parts, ramifioatiQns, powers and
blessings belonging to the same, and are held, controlled,
and .directed by it. It is the channel through which the
Almighty commenced revealing His glory at the beginning
of the creation of this earth, and through which He .has
continued to reveal Himself to the children of men to the
present time, and through which He will make known His
purposes to the end of time.l6
The Melchizedek priesthood, which is eternal, was
bestowed. by Christ upon Adam.

A brief historical sketch of

15 Joseph F. Smith, Teachine;s
Smith, op. cit., p. 278.

15 Ibid., p. 166,167.

.9.! the Prophet Joseph
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this priesthood from Adam to Moses was provided by president
Wilford Woodruff.
Father Adam was called of God and ordained to the
ful:r:uuuJ of' the Melchiz.edek Priesthood--ordained to the
highest office and gift of God to man on the earth.
Add bestowed that l>lessing upon seven of his sons--Seth,
Enos, .Tared, Canaan, Mahalaleel, Enoch, and Methuselah.
They were all ordained high priests by their father Adam,
and possessed the privilege and the right to understand
tbe gospel of' Jesus Christ and to give it to the human
family, so that they might quality and prepare themselves
for eternal life. Ia tracing the history of the dealing
of God with men from that day to this, we find that the
Lord has in various dispensations and times given unto the
sons of men that blessing. Israel had it in the beginning,
from Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob down. and until Moses, who
traveled with the children of Israel forty years in the
wilderness. They had the gifts and graces of that Priesthood bestowed upon them, and they had the privilege of
magnifying their callings and preparing themselves for
eternal life. But Israel would not accept the Meloh~
zedek Priesthood, and therefore it was taken from them,
and the lesser [Aaronic] priesthood was conf§rred upon
them while they traveled in the wilderness.l1
For the purpose of this study, it was not necessary to
trace the history of the Melchizedek.priesthood from Moses to
Christ.

It is important, however, to recognize the way that

this priesthood {which includes the keys of authority for
promoting the kingdom of God) descended from Christ to Joseph
Smith.
Never is there but one appointed at a time to hold the
keys of the kingdom. of God pertaining to the earth.
While Christ remained on the earth he held them; but when
he departed, he committed them to Peter, he being the
17 ~he Latter-dal Saints' Millennial Star 58:305-306,
April 5, 1896, cited by DUrham,~· cit., pp:-54,65.
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president or chief of the apostles; and it was his
right to direct and to receive revelation for the Church
and to give counsel to all the brethren. After Satan
and wicked men had prevail.ed against the Church, cruci.,..
tied the Savior and killed the apostles, the keys of the
kingdom. were taken from. the earth. John the Revelator
desori bes it most clearly. And from. that t im.e until
Joseph Smith was called by the voioe of the Almighty,
and ordained to hold those keys, no man held them upon
the earth that we know of. 18
Whenever God has desired to make his will known •to the
children of men, or has any instructions to impart to his
ohuroh, he will make such communication through the legally
appointed channel of the priesthood; he will never go outside
of it. • • • ttl9
To conclude this treatment of the Helchizedek priesthood, careful attention should be given to the office and
function ot the president20 who is at the head of the Helchizedek priesthood on earth, and is the one to whom the keys of
the kingdom are given-

The Marmon Church clearly teaches

that revelation binding upon the church must come through
the president.
and

- • • The Presidents or Presidency are over the Church;
revelations of the mind and will of God to the Church,

18 Joseph F- Smith, Gospel Doctrine Sermons and
Writinas, op. cit,, p. 43.

19 Ibid., P• 41.
20 WUnto whom I have given the keys of the kingdom,
which belong always unto the Presidency of the High Priesthood;"
{~Doctrine and Coven.ets, 81:.2).
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are to come throi~ the Presidency.
or heaven, • • •

This is the order

From the above study, the following may be observed as
to the method whereby revelations are received:
1.

The Melchizedek priesthood has existed from before

the foundations of the world.
2.

Without the function of this priesthood there

cannot be established a true church of God.
3.

God is pleased to communicate his will (revelation}

for the church through this divinely appointed channel.
4.

This priesthood and keys of authority were given

to .roseph Smith, to be administered during this last dispensation.

(The keys had been withdrawn from the earth following

the death or the Apostles).
'l'hrough .ro,seph Smith and the succeeding presidents of
the Mormon Church, God revealed his will for man.

This in

essence is the means whereby revelation is received tor the
church.
Though revelation is exclusively provided through the
Melchizedek priesthood (binding upon all the church), it, is
also recognized that individual members may receive personal
revelation to properly discharge duties in the church and
guide their personal life.
2:1 .rosepb Y. Smith. ',teachi;n.ss Ef the Prophet .Joseph
Smith, op. cit., p. 111.
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• • • The gift of revelation, does not belong to one
man solely; it is not a gift that pertains to the Presidency of the Church and the Twelve apostles alone. It
is not confined to the presiding authorities of the
Church; and it is the right and privilege of every man,
every woman, and every child who has reached the years
ot accountability, to enjoy the spirit of revelation, and
to be possessed of the spirit of inspiration in the discharge of their duties as members of the Church. It is
the privilege of every individual member of the Church
to have revelation for hts OWll guidance, for the direction
of his life and conduct; • • • 22
.
There are three prerequisites to receiving personal revelation.
· First, o'ne must be born of the Spirit.
the Mormon Church.)

{This comes only through

Second, one's life must be pleasing to

God.
Yea, blessed are they whose feet stand upon the land
of Zion, whohave obeyed my gospel; for they ahall receive
tor their reward the good things of the earth, and it
shall bri.ag forth in its strength. And they shall also
be crowne<l with blessings from above, yea, and with
commandments not a few, and with revelations in their
time--they that are faithful and diligent before me.23
Third, one must ask.
It thou shalt ask, thou shalt receive revelation upon
revelation, knowledge upon knowledge, that thou mayest
know the mysteries and peacable things--that which
bringeth joy, that which bringeth eternal lite.24
It the above qualifications are met, a member of the Mormon

Church may receive revelations but they are mt>t necessarily
binding upon the lives of others.

22 dOseph F. Smith, Gospel Doctrine Sermons and
Writings, op. cit., p. 34.
23 Doctriae .and Covenants 59:3,4.
24 Doctri:ne ~Covenants 42:61.

A word or caution has been sounded to the effect that
there is a danger in misusing the privilege of receiving
revelation.
$:po~

Some o:f the leaders or the Mormon Church have

strongly against its abuse.

Joseph Fielding Smitk

(sixth president) taught that the church should not seek
new revelations until they had faithfully carried out present
eommandmenta,.25 To do so would be to bring greater condemnation.

J.nether cautio:n is mentioned in the Doctrine and

0'0venants.

This is in the nature at a warning to those who

pride themselves in being a revelator.
For although a man may have many revelations, and
have power to do many mighty works, yet if he boasts
in his own strength, and seta at naught the eounsttls of
God, and follows after the dictates or his own will and
carnal desires, he ~~t fall and incur the vengance o:f
a just God upon him.
Deseri)ltion or added revelatiens.

A

study o:r revela-

tion, as held by the Mormon Ohureh, would not be complete
without some eo!lsideration of added revelation.

By

added

revelation the author meani!J those revelat ioas Which are
extra-Biblieal.

Unfortunately, it will be impossible to

provide an extensive survey of these writings in this study.
It seemed profitable, however, to touch briefly upoa the
history of eaeh.
25 .Joseph F. Smith, Gospel Doctrine Sermons and
Writings, op. cit., p. 36.

26 Doctrine and Covenants 3:4.
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~·Book.

document,

~made

of Mormon .is olai.med to be a divinely inspired
by the prophets of the ancient peoples who

inhabited the American continent tor centuries before and after
the time of Ohrist.n27

These records were translated into

our modern language by Joseph 2mith.

During the night of

September 21-22, 1823, Joseph Smith received a visitation
from an angel.

Subsequent visitations followed wherein he

was intor111ed. Gf the whereabouts of some golden plates.
under divine

gui~ance

Later

Joseph was led to the hill Qumorah in

New York where the golden plates were uncovered.

Through

special help of the U"rim. and Thummin, 28 he was able to make
the translation.
1830.

The

~

'!'he Book of Mormon was first published in

.!! ..M..,or....m;;;;o....n-.· is believed to have several advan-

tages when compared with the Bible.
translated.

First, it was infallibly

Second, it has many important predictions not

mentioned in the Bible.
more clearly stated.

Third, many points of doctrine are

Fourth, it bas restored "many parts,

plain and precious" which were taken from the Bible when it
was translated. 29 These advantages, it is claimed, do not
27 James E. Talmage, Articles ot Faith (trtah: The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latler-day Baints, 1949), p. 255.
28 '!'he trrim and Thummin were deposited with the plates.
When looking into these stones the translation would miraculously appear and when the translation was accurately copied
the translation would disappear.
29 M. T. Lamb, The Golden Bible (New York:
Drummond, 1887}, pp. 5,6.

Ward and
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mean that The Book of Mormon is intended to supplant the
Bible.

Talmage, in his Articles of Faith teaehes that the

•thureh of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints accepts the
ly Bible as the foremost of her standard works.•3 0
The Pearl of Great Priee is one of the three books of
?evelation issued by J"oseph Smith.

It is believed (by the

Mormons} to be an inspired work of equal authority with all
other revelations.

In 1835, Joseph Smith first came into

contact with the source of the Pearl .Q! Great Priee.

At that

time, he received from Mr. Michael H. Chandler two or three
pieces of papyri and two Egyptian mummies.

ttNo men then could

read the Egyptian hieroglyphics with accuracy.

!he Rosetta

stone had not been deciphered, and Egyptology was practically
a closed boot.•3l

With the aid of the tfrim and fhummin,

Joseph translated these hieroglyphics and published his translation under the title the Pearl 2! Great Price.
The book is divided into two main portions, the Book
of Moses and the Book of Abraham.

!he Book of Moses deals

primarily with creation and is very similar to Genesis 1 to
3 with some changes and additions.

The Book of Abraham was

written by Abraham while in Egypt and treats of the Holy

30 !.almage, .QE.•

.ill·, p.

236.

31 Stuart Martin, The Kyster~ of Mormonism
Dutton and Co., [ n. d.1 ) , p. '73.

(New York:
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J?.riesthood and the nature of God.

~he

contents of these two

books will be a rich source of. reference in the turther doctrinal studies.
The Doctrine .!!!! Ooven!!Bta

consist~J

or continuous

revelertions given to Joseph .Smith up to the time of his
death.

~heae

revelati<;ns treat numerous subjects. J>ome deal

with very practical aspects of church aetivity while other:s
are doctrinal in content.

~he

unique doctrines of celestial

marriage and baptism for the dead are developed in this
writing.

The history of the writing ot this book is briefly

explained as tallows:
Many re.velation~J followed [writing of Book of Mormon ,
in preparation for re-establishing of the-chUrch of esus
Christ on earth, • • • Ali early as the summer of 1830,
the Prophet, acting under Divine commandment, was engaged
in copying and arranging the revelations received up to
that time. • • • On November 1, 1831 • • • definite
action was taken, and the compilation was called the
Book~ Commandments.32 ·
Later the name was changed to Doctrine

~

Oovenan.ts.

J.ll

the sections of this book are revelations received by Joseph
Smith except the last section which was given to Brigham
Young.
~

pla;ce of .!A!. Bible.

:ae.ving surveyed the extra-

Biblical revelati.ons of the Mormon Church, the question arises

p. III.

32

Doctrine a;nd Covenants (in Explanatory Introduction)

~------ ---

as to the value of the Bible.

A clear discussion of this

question is valuable in helping to establish the need for
continuous revelation.
As previously quoted, the Articles of Faith by

~almage,

indicates that the Bible assumes the foremost place among
the four standard works of the Mormon Church•

It is further

taught, that "in respect and sanctity with which the Latterday Saints regard the Bible they are of like profession with
Christian denominations in general-."33
the

extra~Biblieal

We read further that

works "are in harmony with the Bible, and

serve to support and emphasize its facts and doctrines.•34
The church, however, recognizes one limitation which is stated
in the eighth article of faith.

"We believe the Bible to be

the word of Godas far as it is translated correctly.n35

This

limitation is elucidated somewhat by the following statement:
The New Testament must be accepted for what it claims
to be; and though, perhaps, many precious parts have been
suppressed or lost, while some corruptions of the text
may have crept in, and errors have been inadvertently
introduced through the incapacity of translators, the
volume as.~ whole must be admitted as authentic and
credible. we
5 5 Talmage, ~· cit., p. 236.
34 Loo. oi t.

55~· cit.

36 Talmage, ~· .£!1•, P• 248.

Mr.

~al•age,

in the above statement, makes reference to

precious parts of the Bible being suppressed or lost.
authority for this statement is found

Hia

in~~~ ~M.o~rm.o.n_.

Because of the signal importance of this reference, the author
has quoted it at some length.
And the angel of the Lord said unto me: Thou hast
beheld that the book [Holy BibleJ proceeded forth from.
the mouth of the Jew; and when it proceeded forth • • •
it contained. tlle pl.ainness. of the gospel of the Lord.,
• • o And after they go forth by the hand of the twelve
apostles or the Lamb, •• • thou seest the foundation of
a great and abominable church, • • • behold, they have
taken away from the gospel of the Lamb many parts which
are plain and most precious; and also many covenants of
the Lord have they taken away • And all this have they
done that they might pervert the right ways of the Lord,
that they might blind the eyes and harden the. hearts of
the children of men. • • • Because of these things which
al'."e taken awfry out of the gospel of the La11b,. an exceeding
great many do stumble, yea, insomuch that Satan hath great
power over them• • • • Neither will the Lord God suffer
that the Gentiles shall forever remain in that awful
state of blindness, which thou beholdest they are in,
because of the plain aud most precious parts of the gospel
of the ~am,b which have been kept back by that abominable
church. rl
The Book g!Mormon continues to teach that these plain and
precious truths would be restored and that this restoration
is accomplished in

~ ~

of Mormon.

And the angel spoke unto me, saying: These last
recordil, [Book .£!: Mormon) which thou hast seen among the
Gentiles, shall establish the truth of the first, which
are of the twelve apostles of the Lamb, and .shall make
known the plain and precious things whieh have been taken
37 Joseph Smith, The Book of Mormon (Utah: The Chureh
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 194~}, I Nephi 13:24,
26,27,29,32.

'

away from them; and shall make known to all kindreds,
tongues, and people, that the Lamb of God is the Son
o:f the Eternal Father, and the Savior of the world; and
that all men must come unto him, or they cannot be saved.38
From the above quotation, the following facts about
the Bible are observed:
1.

When the teachings o:f Jesus and the apostles went

forth they were pure and undefiled.
2.

Following the death of the Apostles, an abomination

set in and the words which

~

pure began a downward trend

of corruption.
3.

There was a literal taking away of precious truths.

These truths were in essence basic doctrines.

The reference

in I Nephi 13:40 infers that the steps of salvation were so
corrupted that man could. not find God.
No wonder the angel who delivered this sad message to
Nephi exclaimed that humanity was in an "awful state of
blindness•.

But this was not all.

As previously indicated,

in this chapter, Christ removed the keys of the kingdom when
the Apostles died.

Therefore, the compilers of the Bible

could not have been divinely guided in the least, for divine
guidance comes only when the true priesthood is functioning
or when an individual or group sincerely repents and seeks
God's help.

The inference one derives from The Book of Mormon

38 I:!?l!•a I Nephi 13:40.

is that the pollutions were deliberate, and aotually conceived
and directed by Satan.

.Another important fact is that the

Bible did not point a single soul to Christ, whioh issued in
saving faith, from the days of the apostles to the days of
Joseph Smith.

This claim is substantiated in the following

quotation:
Respecting the Melohizedek Priesthood• the sectarian
world never professed to have it, consequently they never
could save anyone and would all be damned together • • • • !39
The author sincerely believes that the above observations are
not in the least exaggerated.
to deny The

~

To deny these facts would be

g! Darmon and the teaching of leaders in

the Mormon Church. · Granting these observations to be true,
it appears that Talmage has not properly represented the true
Mormon position on the Bible.

Therefore, recognition is made

of another outstanding writer who has written from another
extreme.

Orson Pratt, an outstanding apologist, represents

the only true logical position the Mormon Church may assume
regarding the Bible.

It is granted that many laymen and some

leaders in the Mormon Churcb.,wcmld not accept, at first,
Orson Pratt's conclusions, but they will be logically forced
to his position when a fair inductive analysis is made.

The

author has taken the liberty to quote at length from the

39 William Earl La Rue and Alfred Williams Anthony,
The Foundations o:r Mormonism (New York: Fleming H. Revell
007, 191§), p. 4~
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writings of Orson Pratt because of their great importance
on th.is vi tal subject.

Regarding the cannonizing of the

Bible, Orson Pratt states:
How do the Protestants ~rove the truth of the Bible?
What evidence have they that the book of Matthew was
inspired of God, or any other of the books of the New
testament? The only evidence they have is tradition.
They have received into their canon such books only as
tradition accredits to be genuine • • • • Here then we
;;:~!!~J~r~~i!e 0 ~h~!i:~e 1;i~~!df~~~!~1 0on stone of the
This fallible guide (Bible) prov.ided the source tor eonfus ion
and strife in protestant ism.
All things combined
th the unavoidable errors of an
uninspired traDslation, have rendered the English Bible
extremely uncertain and ambiguous. This uncertainty and
ambiguity has been the ¥.rineiple cause ot all the divisions
of modern Christ9ndom. 4
In answering the question, is the Bible an adequate guide,
Orson Pratt advances, the following:
What ehall we say then, concerning the Bible's. being a
sufficient guide? Can we rely upon it in its present
known corrupted state, as being a faithful record of
God's word? We all know that but a few of the inspired
writings have descended to our times, which few quote
the names of some twenty other books which are lost, and
it is quite certain that there were many other inspired
books that even the names have not reached us. What few
have come down to our day, have been mutilated, changed
and corrupted, in such a shameful manner that no two
manuscripts agree. Verses and even whole chapters have
been added by unknown persons; and even we do not know

40 Orson Pratt, nThe Bible and Tradition, Without
. Further Revelation, An Insufficient Guidetr, Divine Authority
ot the ~ ot Mormon, Vol. 16, (December 1, 1850), P• 44.
41 Lamb, E.R.• cit., p. 196.
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the author of some whole books; and we are not certain
that all those which we do know, were written by inspiration. Add all this imperfection to the uncertainty of the
translation, and who, in his right mind, could, for one
moment, suppose the Bible in its present form to· be a
perfect guide? Who knows that even one verse of the
whole Bible has escaped pollntion, so as to convey the
same sense now that it did in the original? Who knows
how many important
otrines and ordinances necessary to
salvation may be buried in oblivion in some of the lost
books? Who knows that even the ordinances and doctrines
that seem to be set forth in the present English Bible,
are anything. like the original? • • .. There can be no
certainty as to the contents of the inspired writings
until God shall inspire one to re-write all those books
over again, as he did Esdras in ancient times. There is
no possible means of arriving at certainty in any other
way •. No reflecting man can deny the necessity of such a
new revelation.42
It may be seen from the above quotations, that the
conclusions ·of Orson Pratt are consistently logical with the
inductions made from The

~

of Mormon.

The Bible, therefore,

is admittedly an inadequate guide for the Christian life.
Summary.

A brief summary of the Mormon position on

revelation and the au

ity of the Bible will be helpful at

this point.
1.

Revelation is continuous.

2.

The church cannot exist without continuous revela-

5.

Continuous revelation is only communicated through

tion.

the Mormon Church.
42 Pratt,~· cit., p. 47.

4.

The Book of Mormon, Pearl of Great Price, and

Doctrine and Covenants, are inspired writings.

o.

The above named writings are superior to the Bible.

5.

The only proof

we have of the trustworthiness of

the Bible is tradition.
7.

The Bible has been the source of strife and eonfus ion.

8.

The Bible is

practice.

aD

inad.equate guide to faith and

CHAPTER III
THE MOIDAON DOCTRINE OF GOD

To properly understand any religious system, one must

have a clear concept of its doctrine o:f God.
doctrine that the entire system must rest.

It is upon this
This chapter is

devoted to a studr of God and was di vi.ded into three part11;
namely, the doctrines of <kid the Father, Christ, and the Holy
Spirit.
I.

THE DOCTRINE

GOD

The doctrine of God the Father was examined as follows:
first, the relation of God to spirit and matter; second, God
has parts and body; th'ird,. plurality of Gods in the Trinity;
:fourth, the progression of God; fifth, the attributes.of God;
and sixth, the Adam-God belief ..
Spirit

~

matter.

The Mormon Church has adopted a

philosophy of spirit and matter which cannot be poured into
the traditional molds of either monism or dualism.

Basically,

this church teaches that spirit and matter are co-eternal,

Covenants we read, RThere is no such thing as immaterial
differing only in degree of refinement.

matter.

In the Doctrine and

All spirit. is matter, but is more fine and pure, and

can only be discerned by purer eyes; We cannot see it; but
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when our bodies are purified we shall see that it is all
matter.•l
Accepting the position that spirit is refined matter,
the Mormon Church· concludes that- the only essential difference
between God and man is a difference of degree.
difference in kind.

There is no

Nels!.. Nelson in his book entitled,

Scientific AspE?cts ,E! Mormonism focuses our at'tention on this
belief by stating that man •tnmst feel himself categorically
a child of God; differing, indeed, in degree but not in kind.•2
Mormonism bas not only advocated that all is matter, but
speaks strongly against the dualistic concept of Con$ervative
Protestantism.

Brigham Young, first president, in answering

the question is there immaterial substance declared,
'Immaterial subst·anee.' It is like the center of' a
being everywhere and his eireumf'erence nowhere, or like
being seated on the top of a topless throne. These are
self-confoundin§ expressions, and there is no meaning
to any ot them.
Denouncing all immaterialism, the problem of.a first
cause is called into question.

If matter is eo-eternal with

God (God being matter), can there be a first cause, and if so,
may we know this cause?

Unfortunately, this author found

1 3oseph Smith, The Doctrine and Covenants (Utah: The
Church of' 3esus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1950), 131:?,8.
2 Nels ~. NelsoD, §cientific Aspects of Mormonism
(New York: G. P-. Putnams' Sons, 1904}, p. 15.
3 3ol:U:l A. Widtsoe, selected and arranged, The Discourses
of Brigham Young (Utah: The Deseret News Press,-r925],
p. ?5, citing J'ournal of Discourses, 15:31.
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very little discussion on. this subject by Mormon writers.
This is understandable, because a first ca•se is naturally
excluded in the system.

Brigham Young, who made briet

mention of a .first cause gives the following ironical comment:
It would be as easy for eL gnat to traoe the history
of man back to his origim as for man to'fathom the first
cause Of all things, lift the veil of eternity- and reveal
the myster~es that ~~ve been sought after by philosophers
from the beginning.
God has parts and body.

The belief that God

he.~

parts

and body is based upop the teaching that spirit is matter.
The following Mormon Scriptures cite this position:

•. .

.

And the veil was taken from off the eyes of the brother of
Jared, and he saw the :finger of the LordJ and it was as the
finger of a·man, like unto flesh and blood; •

. .. tt5

Father has a body of flesh and bones as tangible as man's;
tt6 P'Urther pro,of o:f this view is sought in the Old
• • •
Testament, where it speaks of God sitting on his throne, his
arm outstretched, etc.

These referenoes are believed to be

to a God who ha$ parts and body.
Joseph Smith taught that the belief of God having a
body was polluted by the sectarian world.

In John 14:23,

4 ~., p. 25.

5 Joseph Smith, The Book of Mormon (Utah: The Church
of Jesus Christ of Lattar-dayBaints, lt48}, Ether 3:6.16.
5 Doctrine ~Covenants, 130:22.

where it speaks of the :ra.ther and Son coming to make the.ir
abode with the Christian, Josepn Smith received a revelation
correcting the sectarian interpretation of this being a
personal spiritual indwelling.
The appearing of the Father and the·· Son, in that
verse,(John 14:23]ia a personal appearance; and the idea
that the Father and the Son dwell i~ a man's heart is an
old sectarian notion, and is false.
Also, Joseph Smith received a revelation upon I John 4:12.
In the King James version this verse reads:
God at any time • • • ff
as follows:

uNo man hath seen

Joseph. Smith translated this verse

"No man hath seen God at any time, except them

who believe*:"a
Brigham Young gave the following argument as to why
God must have parts and body:
.. .. • We cannot believe for a moment that God is
destitute ef body, parts, passions, or attributes. Attri~
butes can be made manifest only through an organized
personage. All attributes are couched in and are the
results of organized existenee.9
Another a:rgument is presen.ted by Mr. Young when he stated that
"it must be that God knows something about temporal things,
and has had a body • • • Were it not so, he would not know

7 Ibid., 130:3.
8 Joseph F. Smith, The Restoration of .A.ll Things
(Utah: The Deseret News, 1944), p. 59.
-10:192.

9 Widtsoe, .eR.• .2.!1·• p. 35, citing Journal of Diso()urses,

how to judge men righteously, according to the temptations
and sin they have had to contend with.~lo
Plurality

or~

in

~Trinity.

That there are many

Gods, is a major tenet of the Mormon Church.

Joseph Smith

dogmatically affirmed this position.
I will preach on the plurality of Gods • • • • I wish
to declare I have always and in all congregations when
I have preached on the subject of the Deity, it has always
been the plurality of God.as
It has been preached by the
Elders for fifteen years.~1
The Trinitarian view as held by Conservative Protestantism is
rejected by the Mormon Church.

The Doctrine and Covenants

teaches three separate Gods in the trinity.

~he

Father has

a body of flesh and bones • • • the Son also; • • • the Holy
Spirit • • •
cotl'lm$nted on the relation of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit by
saying:
I have always declared God to be a distinct parsonage,
Jesus Christ a sep~ate and distinct personage from God
the Father, and that the Holy Ghost was a distinct
personage and a Spirit: and these liree constitute three
distinct personages and three Gods.
The Marmon Church teaches that the doctrine of the trinity,
as held by Conservative Protestantism, is an absurdity.

10 Ibid., p. 39, 4:271.
11 Jose~h F. Smith, compiler, Teachings of the Prophet
.JoseTh Smith {fifth edition; Utah: The Deseret'"'News Press,
1959 , p. 370.
12 Doctrine ~ Covenants 130:22.
13 .Joseph F. Smith, loe. cit.
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~he immaterialist teacheJa that the Godhead consists
of three persons of one substance, and that each of these
person.s can be everywhere present. Now in order to be
everywhere present, each of these persons must be
infinitely extended, or else each must be susceptible of
occupying two or more places at the same time • • • • It
is utterly impossible for a person to be in two or more
places at the same time, hence immaterialism [Trinity] is
totally absurd and unphilosophical-.14

Though there. are three separate Gods, there is a unity in
attributes, power, and purpose.
The number of Gods is not limited to the trinity.

The

Mormon Church teaches that there are innumerable Gods outside
the trinity•

A discussion of these Gods is undertaken in

the following division.
God becoming,

~

the perfect-imperfect Godo

word in the Mormon doctrine of God is progression.

One key
All Gods

are progressing, or advancing to higher stages of glory.
think of progression; one must have a starting point.
what point, did these Gods begin to progress?

To

From

Theoretically,

one cannot speak of a beginning point in the Mormon system,
but there is very clear teaching that all Gods were once man.
Brigham Young spoke extensively on this subject.

In addressing

a congregation, he said, MJ.nd you have got to learn how to be

14 Orson Pratt, lfJ.bsurdities of Immaterialism," Pamphlet
(Liverpool: R.. James, Printer, [ n. d ..]), p. 9.
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Gods yourselves, the same as all Goda have .done before you.•l5
The teaching that God was once man is affirmed by the positive
statement of Joseph
God himself was once aJJ we are now, and is an exalted
man, and sits enthroned in yonder heavens: That is the
great. secret. If the veil were rent today, and the great
God who holds this world in its orbit, and who upholds
all worlds and all things by his power, was to make himself visible, -- I say, if you were to see him today, you
would see him like a man in form--like yourselves in all
the person, image, and very form as a man; • • • These
are incomprehensible id.eas to some, but they are simple.
It is the first principle o:t the Gospel to know for a
certainty the character of God, and to know that .we may
converse with him as one man converses with another, and
that he was once a man like us; yea, that God himself,
the Father of us all, dwelt on an earth, the same as
Jesus Christ himself did; • • • ~6
Xvidenee from the Holy Bible

(Jo~n

5:19) was presented by

Joseph Smi.th as proof that God was once man.
The Scriptures inform us that Jesus said, As the Father
hath power in Himself, even so hath the Son power--to do
what'i Why, what the Yather did.. The answer is obvious-in a manner to lay down His body and take it up again.
Jesus, what are you going to do? To lay down my life as
my Yather did, and take it up.again. Do you believe it?
If you do not believe it, you do not 'believe the Bible.
The Scriptures say it, and I defy all the learning and
wiadom and all the combined powers of earth and hell together to re:tute it.l?
15 James H~ Snowden, The Truth About Mormonism (New
York: George H. Doran Oompa'ii';;" 1926), p. 126, citing Journal
~ Discourses, 6:4.
16 Joseph F. Smith, Teachinss of ~Prophet Joseph
Sm1 th, op. a. it., pp. 345,346.

lV ~·' P• 346.
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If deaua has done What the Father did. then one must conclude
that the Father was once man as Ohrist was man.

The Mormon

Church believes the gl.orio1ls hope of man today is that he will
(if f'aith:f'ul) become a God; progress, and beexalted as all
Gods have done before him.

This progression will enable man

someday to be called supreme and Almighty.
I:f any of' his childrem become heirs to all things,
they in their turn may say, by - and by, that they know
all things, and they will be called Supreme, Almighty,
King of' Kings, Lord of lords. All this and more that
cannot enter into our hea.rts to conceive is promised to
the faith:f'ul, and are but so ~any stages in that ceasless
progression ot eternal lives.l8
Having established the tact that Mormonism teaches
eternal progression of the Gods, we need to reconcile another
teaching that there is one supreme God above all other Gods.
Just how this God assumed his position of being above all
other Gods is not clearly taught.
attempt of' proof.

It is assumed without any

This enables the Mormon Church to use the

singular in reference to God.

An illustration of this usage

is indicated in the following quotation:

"· •• [Go~has

received his crown and exaltation and holds the keys and the
power of this Kingdom; he [singular] sways his scepter, and
does his [singular} will among the children of men. • • • nl9

18 Widts.oe,
.
£12.• cit., p. :50,31, citing Journal of
Discourses 10:5.
19 ~., p. 34, 11:249.
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~llis

study .further revealed, that coupled with the

teaching that God is eternally progressing is the view that
God is unohangable.

In the Doctrine and Oovenant.s we read

that God is ttinf'inite and eternal, from everlasting to everlasting the same unchangeable God, the framer of' heaven and
earth, and all things which are in them."20

God is "unchange-

able in the sense that he always acts according to law.n2l
Age.in we read that '•each of' these Gods, including Jesus Christ
e.nd His Father, • • • is subject to the laws which govern, of'
necessity, even the most refined order of' physical existenee."'22
These laws are unchanging through all eternity.

God will

always relate himself to these laws and in that sense is the
same yesterday, today and forever.

These laws not only include

the laws of' the universe but also include the eternal Priesthood and plan of' salvation.

The relation of' a plan of salva-

t ion was carefully studied in the
~he

attributes ot God.

on

on.

attributes of God,.· according

to the Mormon belief', are necessarily relati¥e.

When exclusive

20 Doctrine and Covenants 20:17.
(Utah:

21 Sidney B. Sperry, Themes of the Restored Gospel
Bookeraft Publishing Co. t 1950T;""""p. 54.

22 Jan Karel Van Baalen, ~ Chaos of Cults (Michigan:
Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1946}, p. 134, citing Key!£
the Science of Theology from Pratt, p. 42.
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terms are

~sed

such as nall wisdom" it must be qualified by

saying that for that particular moment God possesses all
wisdom needed to function as God in the capacity necessary
for the moment.

With this mental reservation one may approach

the study of the attributes of God.
The following attributes are attributed to God:
1.

He is infinite and eternal.

and Holy Spirit are one God, (1~ purpose
eternal, without end •• ..
2.

.

H\fhich Father, Son,

J infinite,

and

H23

He is omnipresent.

HHe is present with all his

creations through his influence, through his government,
spirit and power • • • • "24
3.

He has all power and all wisdom.

in my God; for he has all power,

and

"· •• boasting

all wisdom, and all

understanding. • ... n25
4.

He is merciful.

"• .... Who can say too much of

his great power, and his merey, • • • tt26
This list does not exhaust the attributes of God as
taught by the Mormon Church.

It does show, however, that the

23 Doctrine and Covenants 20:28.
24 Widtsoe, .9.:2.• .ill·, p. 36, citing Journal 2!, Discourses, 10:319.

Si !!,!. ~

.2! Mormon, Alma

26 Ibid., Alma 26:16.

26:35.

phraseology is similar and often identical to that used by
Conservative Protestantism.
!~~Adam-God

theorz.

In the conclusion of this study,

on the doctrine of God, it seemed advisable to treat the
Adam-God theory.
of Brigham Young.

This theory came to fruition in the teachings
In essence, it teaches that Adam and Eve

came to this earth from the celestial world and became rulers
over the destinies of this earth.

The statement often quoted

(made by Brigham Young) is that Adam "• •• is Michael, the
Archangel, the ANCIENT OF DAYS!

About whom holy men have

written and spoken--he is our FATHER and our GOD, and the
only GOD with whom we have to do ••

•

•

n27

The Doctrine and

Covenants provide the basis for the names given to Adam ..
"• •• And the voice of Michael, the archangel;

voice of

Gabriel, and of Raphael, and of divers angels, from Michael
or Adam. • • n28

"• •• Adam • • • the Ancient of Days • • • • n:29

It is evident that Adam has received a high place in relation
to this earth as the great progenitor of the human race.

I't.

is obvious tha't Brigham Young accepted an extrete. position

27 dO&iah F. Gibbs, Lights and Shadows of Mormonism
(Utah: Salt Lake Tribune Publishing Co., 1909/, p. 37,· citing
Journal of Discourses, Vol. I, page 50, A.pril 9th, 1852.

28 Doctrine ~d Covenants 128:21.
29 Ibid., Section 116.

when he stated that Adam was "'the only God with whom we have
to do.•

A more detailed study o:f Adam, his place and honor,

was considered in the chapter on salvation.
II.

DOCTRINE OF CHRIST

Method of Procedure.

The doctrine of Ghrist was

divided into His person and work.

The work of Christ relating

to redemption was considered in the chapter on salvation.
The present chapter is devoted to his person and is divided
as :follows:

first, Christ the first-born of God; second,

the nature of Christ's person; third, His birth; fourth,
polygamous marriages.
Christ the first-born of God.

The Mormon Church believes

Christ to be the first-born of God.

H~

progeny of God in the spirit world.

tt.Among the spirit children

of Elohim, the :first-born was

was the first of the

is J"ehovah, or J"esus C:hrist,

to whom all others are juniora.•30

Christ is therefore not

co-eternal with the Father in the sense applied to this term
by Conservative Protestantism.

As an intelligent spirit-

being, he owed all his attributes and character to the factor
50 J"oseph :r. Smith, Gospel Doctrine Sermons and
'tYritings (eighth edition; Utah: Deseret Book Co., 1949),
p. 70 1 citing Improvement Era, Vol. 19, p. 940.
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of inheritance.

Joseph Fielding Smith stated that, ttChrist

inherited his intelligence from his :rather.•3l
The nature .2! Christ's person.

:Mormonism maintains

that Christ has but one nature which is material.
'Jesus Christ and his Father are two persons. Each
of them has an organized, individual tabernacle, embodied
in material :form, and oo~-posed of material substance,
in the likeness of man, and possessing ever'!/ organ, limb
and physical part that man possesses.'32
The re:ferenoe by Parley Pratt, in the preceding quotation, to
an "individual tabernacle, embodied in material form" refers
to a pre-existent tabernacle of highly refined matter.

It is

evident that the only organic difference between Christ and
the rest of humanity is first, his privilege of being the
first-born; and second, his privilege of being favored with
a special birth.

These differences are indicated by Brigham

Young.
When the time cmne that his First-born, the Savior,
should come into the world and take a tabernacle, the
:rather came himself and favored. that Spirit with a
tabernacle instead of letting any other man do it. The
Savior was begotten by the Father and his Spirit, by
the same being who is the father of our spirits, and
'tihat is all the !rganic difference between Jesus Christ
and you and me. 3
3 1 Ibid., P• 58.
~~

32 Snowden, ~· cit., p. 12~, citing Key to Science
Th•ology by Puliy Pratt, pp. 39,40.,

3Z Widtsoe, op• cit., p. 77, citing Journal g!
Discourses, 4:218.

~he

birth of Christ ..

cial attention should be

to the Mormon teaching concerning the nature of Christ's
birth..
births..

In a very real sense it was diff'erent from all other
This unique birth was realize4 through a union

en Adam and Mary.
Wben t~e Virgin Mary eQ!lceived the chil4 1esus, the
Father had begotten him in his own likeness. He was not
begotten by the Holy Ghost. And who was the Father? He
was the first of the human family • • • • Jesus, our elder
brother, was begotten in the flesh by the same character
that was in the garden of Eden, and who is our father in
Heavent34
From. the above quotation Christ was not conceived by the Holy
Ghost ..
• • • •35

• • wonderous yet natural birth,

The fact that it was a natural birth is emphasized

by Orson Pratt in the following statement:
'The fleshy body of Jesus required a Mother as well as
a Father. Therefore the Father and Mother of Jesus
according to the flesh nmst have been associated together
in the capacity of husband and wife; hence the Virgin
Mary must have bien for the time being the lawful wife of
God. the Father. •~6
Mormonism maintains that though Christ had a natural birth,
he manifested all the attributes possessed by his Father.
These were not displayed in maturity, however, until he
34 Van Baalen, ~· ~·~ p. 138, citing Brigham Young
from Journal of Discourses, 1:50.
35 Gilbert Charles Orme, arranged and edited by, L. D.
Scriptures (Utah: Th$ Bookaraft Co., 1947}, p. 139.
35 :ldward Biederwolf, Mormonism Under the Searchlight
(Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmens Publishing Co., 1951), p. 32,
citing Orson Pratt in The ~~ p. 159.

s.
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received a fulness of grace.

Christ had to strive to obtain

perfection.
Even Christ himself was no.t perfect at first; he
received not a fulness at first, but he received grace
:tor grace, and he eontinued to receive more and more
until he received a fulness.3'7
~

polzgamous marria§5es of Christ.

The teaching that

Christ was a polygamist is strongly affirmed in
writings.

~lormon

One purpose for Ghrist's being married to several
say it was

women was that he might see His seed.

Jesus Christ who was married [at Oana to Martha and Mary],
whereby he could see his own seed before he was crucified.
The referenee is to Isaiah 53:10"'38

It is further taught

that Christ's frequent visits to the home of Mary and Martha
can only be explained on the basis that they were his wives.
Another wife of Christ was

Mary Magdalene.

'Now let us inquire concerning the wives or Jesus;
there were several holy women who greatly loved Jesus
and when He arose from the dead He appeared first to
these women or at least to one of them, namely Mary
Magdalene. Now it would be very natural for a husband
in the r~sur:reetion to appear first to his own dear
wives.• 8 V
·
It is further taught that if Christ was not married, his

37 Joseph F .. S.ith, Gospel Doctrine Sermons and
Writings, op .. cit., p. 68.
38 Van Baalen, ££• cit., pp. 137,138, citing Orson
Hyde. See a1so Biederwolf', op •.ci.t., p. 33, ei ting Orson
Hyde, Jour.nal ~ Disco14rses, Vol:-I'I, p. so.
39 Biederwolf,

in The

~'

p. 159.

.2..1!• ill_., p. 33, citing Orson Pratt

frequent visits wiiih Mary, Martha, and other women was highly
unbecoming and improper.
'. • ~ It He [Christ) was never married, His intimacy
with Mary and Martha and the other Mary also, whom J"esus
loved, must have been highly unbecoming and improper, to
say the best for it • • • ~·~

Summ.arz.

The above study clearly shows that the

Mormon Church believes Christ to be the literal first-born
of God.

'rhey also teach that .he .had but one nature which is

material.

His birth was natural, he was not begotten of the

Holy Spirit as the Holy Bible teaches, and that he was married
to several women, thus sanctioning

III.

polyg~y.

'rHE DOCTRINE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

Method g! procedure.
was approached as follows:

The doctrine of the Holy Spirit
first, definition; second, the

relation of the Spirit to the Father and Son; third, attributes and office work; fourth, summary.
A definition .Qt. 1f!! Hol,y: Spirit.

The Doetrine .!!!!

Covenants state:
The .Father has a body of flesh and bones as
.as man's; the Son also; but the Holy Ghost has
body of flesh and bones, but is a personage of
Were it not so, the Holy Ghost could not dwell

tangible
not a
Spirit
in us. 41

40 Ibid., p. 35, citing Orson. flYde from Journal of
Diso.ouraes, Vol. IV, P• 259.
41 Doctrine and Covenants 130:22.
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The Holy Spirit is here de:fined as a personage o:f Spirit
not possessing body and :flesh as does the Father and the
son •
ft

The Holy Spirit is :further defined as divine fluid.

• • • There are many expressions in the Scripture which
inly show that the Holy Ghost exists, not only as a per-

son, • • • but as a diffused fluid substance.n42

Being

divine fluid the Holy Spirit, according to Mormon belief, is
capable o:f being omnipresent (neither God the Father or Christ
are omnipresent).

This movement quotes the following Bible

referen·ces as an attempt to prove the Holy Spirit to be divine
fluid:

Numbers 11:25; Psalms 89:7-10; John 3:34; and

II Peter 1:21.

There are many ramifications to the teaching

that the Holy Spirit is fluid.

These are comprehensively set

forth in the following statement:
Man beholds himself surrounded by a universe of
materials, filled with power. Every particle seems to be
active and energetic. At one time we see these materials
exerting a strong cohesive tendency; at another, mani:f.esting a chemical affinity, or exhibiting the law of
universal gravitation.
• • • • • • • • • • • • • •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
But what is this living, self-moving, powerful, and
most wonderful :fluid? Which arranges, combines, harmonizes,
and moves its materials? • • • [outward exhibitions of
glory] {italics in the original) • • • Beat, ligbt, electricity, and all the varied and grand displays of nature,
are but the tremblinga, the vibrations, the energetic powers
of a living, all-pervading, and most wonderful fluid, full
of wisdom and knowledge, called the HOLY SPIRIT.43

42 "The Holy Spiritn, Utah PamEhlets, Vol. 16
Public Library, Salt Lake City, Utah}, p. 50.
43

~.,

p. 49,50.

(Free
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Every partic:te ot the Holy Spirit is intelligent, and has
size and shape.

"Raeh. atom. of the Holy Spirit is intelligen.t,

and, like all other matter. has solidity• form, and size, and

.

'

occupies space."'~
~ r~lation

.2!. .lli, Hol;r Spirit !9.

~

Father and

~·

The Mormon Church teaches that the Holy Spirit acts as an
agent to carry out the will of the Father and Son.

"[The

Holy Spirit] operates by the word of the Father and Son, • • •
God speaks, and the Omnipresent Spirit acts upon the materials
with which it is associated."45

The influence of deity is

manifested to the world through the ever present Holy Spirit.
Also, the Holy Spirit is the "light of Christ, or of truth,
which proceeds forth from the presence of God

till the

immensity of space, and to quicken the understanding of men.n46
Without the Holy Spirit, God could not impress his will upon
the lives of men today and man could never be aware of a God,
high in the heavens, who is unable to present himself in
person to all of humanity.
44 Orson Pratt, "The Kingdom of God " A Series of'
Pamphlets on the Doctrines of the Gospel (utah: George ~.
Cannon & Son 'lro:'", ia9t),. p. 49-;-·
45 "'the Holy Spiri ttt,. .9.!.• cit. 1 p. 52.
46 Joseph F. Smith, Gospel Doctrine Sermons ~
Writinss, op. cit., p. o.o.
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Attributes

,2!.!!!!.. Roly Spirit. The Mormon Church

believes that the Holy Spirit possesses all
the Father and Son.

wrnts

at

ibutes of

boundless ocean of Spirit possesses

in every part, however minute, a will, a self-moving power,
knowledge, goodness, love, holiness, justice, mercy ••••47
Possessing the.se attributes the Holy S.piri t becomes •. • •
the witness ot the Father and the Son, declaring to man. their
attributes, bearing record of the other personages of the
Godhead. tt48

Mention should also be made regarding the Mormon

teaching of the manner in which the Holy Spirit is given or
distributed.
'No two persons can receive the same identical particles
of this Spirit at the same time; a part thereof of the
Holy Spirit will rest upon one man and another part upon
another. '49
Summarz.

The Holy Spirit, as defined by the Mormon

Ohurch, is a divine fluid and is the only omnipresent person
in the Godhead.

They also teach that the Holy Spirit possesses

all the attributes of the Father and Son and is their representative to man.
47 '*The Holy Spirit•, ~· cit., p. 53.
48 Jam•s E. Talmage, Art.icle!ls of Faith (Utah: The
Church ot Jesus Christ of Latter-day Sai~ts, 1949), p. 42.
49 Biederwolf, ~· cit., p. 34, citing Series of
Pamphlets, '*Absurdities of--rmmaterialism'*, p. 24.

GH.APTER IV
Tim MORMON OOCTRINJ!5 OF CRJU.'fiO:r-l

A.t~

THE FALL

'fhe doctrines of' creation and the fall are uniquely
and inseparably related in the teachings of the Mormon Church.
An understanding of the nature of these two doctrines and

their relationship comprised the major emphasis of this
chapter.
I.

DOCTRI115

Method of procedure.
logically considered first.
points:

lfha doctrine of creation was
It was divided into the following

first, the pre-existence of the soul; second, the

method of creation; third, the image of God in man; fourth,
the purpose of creation; fifth, the falseho.od of imm.aterialism.
Pre-existence.

The term pre-existence, as used in this

discussion, refers to the belief that persons born into this
world had a previous existence as spirit beings.

This teach-

ing is presented in the Pearl of Great Price.
• • •
I, the Lord God, created all things, of which
I have spoken, spiritually, before they were naturally
upon the face of the earth. For I, the Lord God, had not
caused it to rain upon the face of the earth. .And I,
the Lord God, had created all the children of men; and
not yet a man to till the ground; tor in heaven created

I them; and there was not yet flesh upon the earth,
neither in the water, neither in the air;
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
And man became a living soul, the first flesh upon the
earth, the first man also; nevertheless, all things were
before created; but sp1rit1f.ally were they created and
made according to my word.
And in the Doctrine !!£ Covenants we read:

"Ye were also in

the beginniBg with the Father; that which is Spirit, eveB the
Spirit of truth. tt2

•For by the power of

my

Spirit create.d

I them; yea, all things both spiritual and temporal -- First
spiritual, secondly temporal."3

These Mormon scriptures

specifically state that all of humanity existed in a spiritual
state prior to inhabiting this earth.
Talmage, in the Articles of Faith made reference to
Christ's pre-existence as proof that all humanity pre-existed •
• • • Christ was born a child among mortals; and it
is consistent to infer that if His earthly birth was the
union of a preexistent or antemortal spirit with a'mortal
body such also is the birth of every member of the human
family.4
The above reference is inference by analogy.
not the strongest argument.

It is therefore

Talmage proceeded however, to

l Joseph Smith, The Pearl of Great Price (Utah: The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1951), Moses 3:5,7.
2 Joseph Smith, The Doctrine ~ Covemants (Utah: The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1950), 93:23.
3

!!!!!··

29:31,32.

4 James Eo Talmage, Articles of Faith (Utah: The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter•day Saints, 1949), p. 193.
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give conclusive evidence or pre-existence from the Bible in
the following observation:
• • • We are not left to mere inference on a basis of
analogy; the scriptures plainly teach that the spirits
or mankind are known and numbered unto God before their
earthly advent. In his farewell administration to Israel
Moses sang: 'Remember the days of old • • • when the
Most High divided to the nations their inheritance, when
he separated the sons of Adam, he set the bounds .of the
people according to the number of the children or Israel.'
• • • it ~s evident • • • that the number was known prior
to the existence of the Israelitish nation in the flesh;
this is most easily explained on the basis of a previous
existence in which the spirits of the future nation was
known.5
The Mormon Church further teaches that these pre-existent
spirits were literally begotten by God the Father.

tt!fhings

were first created spiritually; the father actually begat
the spirits, and they were brought forth and lived with
him. • • • tt6 Assuming the preceding to be true, it becomes
apparent that a study of Adam must begin before the account
recorded in Genesis chapter two.

.Toseph Smith provided

'a

brief, but important statement about the pre-existent Adam.
'fhe Father called all spirits before Him at the creation
of man, and organized them. He (Adam) is the head, and
was told to multiply. • • • He will have to give an
account of his stewardship, • • • 7

5 Loc. cit., citing Deuteronomy 32:7,8.

---

6 .Tohn A Widtsoe, selected and arranged, Discourses of
Brigham Youns (Utah: The Deseret News Press, 1925), pp. 76,77,
citing .Tournal 2! Discourses, 4:218.
7 cToseph Fielding Sm.i th, compiler, ,Teachings of the
Prophet Joseph Smith (Utah: The Deseret News Press, 1938),
P• 158.

-

The method of creation.

-

, (mean

i

treatment
i~J

1:1), was

given by Joseph Smith as follows:
Now, the word create came from the word baurau, which
does not mean to create out of nothing; it means to
organi~e; the same as a man would organize materials and
build a ship. Hence we infer that God had material:s to
organize the world out ot ahaos--oha.otio matter, which is
element, and in which dwells all the glory. Element had
an existence from the time he had. The pure principles
which can never be destroyed; they .may be organized and
re-organized, but noi destroyed. They had no beginning,
and can have no end.
Added to this definition is the statement of Brigham Young.
Worlds are made of crude element which floats, without
bounds in the eternities--in. the immensity of space; an
eternity of matter--no limits to it, in its :oa.tural crude
state, and the power of the Almighty has this influence
and wisdom--when he speaks he is obeyed, a.:od matter comes
together and is organized.9
Out of this limitless mass of eternal matter, God organized
the earth.
Following this organization; God proceeded to make
man.

The Mormon Ghurch believes this process involved two

specific acts:

first, a body was formed from the dust of the

earth; and second, a pre-existent spirit descended and indwelt
the tabernacle of clay.

When the pre-existent spirit entered

the body, the earthly form was animated.

8 Ibid., pp. 350,351.
g Widtsoe, ~· cit., p. 74, citing Journal of Discourses
13:248.

Imase
God.

~ ~

in

~·

Man was created in the image of

Primarily, the Mormon Church believes this image was

patterned after the body of God..

ttin the image of his own

body, male and female, created he them, • • • 1!'10 [italics
not in originall

J

Behold, this body, (Christ's which ye now behold, is
the body of my spirit; and man liave I created after the
body of my spirit; and even as I appear unto thee to be
in the spirit will I appear unto my people in the flesh.ll
Another phase of this image, is that within man there
resides a germ of deity.

This was made possible because the

pre-existent spirit was a progeny of God and inherited a part
of its pr'?genitor.

uwe are the s

and daughters of celestial

Beings, and the germ of the Deity dwells within us •• • • ttl2
When we look upon the human face we look upon the image
of our Father and God; there is a divinity in each person
• • • and with this is amalgamated the human, the earthly,
the weaker portions of our nature • • • • 13
Another aspect of the ttimage", is intelligence.

~fllen

matter was organized it was capacitated to receive intelligence.

ttit is brought together, organized, and capacitated

10 Pearl ........of Great Price, Moses 6:9 •
11 Joseph Smith, The ~ of Mormon (Utah: The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, l948), Ether 3:15.
10:192.

12 Widtsoe, ~· cit., P• ?8, citing Journal
13 ..

Ibid., p. 78, 9:291.
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to receive knowledge and intelligence.•l4 This intelligence
was neither created nor made.
'Man waa also in the beginning with God;. Intelligence,
or the light of truth, was not created or made, neither
indeed can bet.' Themost important part of each one of
us, our intelligence, is a self-existent entity or being
which was never created or made, 'neither indeed can be.•
That simply means that man is by nature an immortal being.l 5
If intelligence is eternal the question of memory presents a
problem.

Why is it that man doea not remember-the

state? Thia question was reaolved by

Brigh~

pre~existent

Young who

declared:
It has also been decreed by the Almighty that spirits,
upon taking bodies, shall forget all they had known
previously, or they could not have a day of trial--could
not have an opportunity for proving themselves in darkness
and temptation, in unbelief and wickedness, to prove
themselves worthy of eternal existence.l6
The image of God also has reference to purity and
righteousness.

•we were created upright, pure, and holy, in

the image of • • • our Goa.nl7
Purpose of creation.

This mortal existence is but a

stage in the eternal progression of man.
purpose was enumerated by

~oseph

Its object and

rielding Smith.

14 Ibid., p. 74, 3:355.
15 Sidney B. Sperry, Themes of the Restored Gospel
(Utah: Bookcraft Publishing Oo,, 1950r;-p. 32, citing
Doctrine and Covenants, 93:29. ·
16 Widtsoe, ~· ~., p. 93, citing Journal!{
Discourses, 6:333.
17 illS·' p. 79 t 3:355.
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The object of our earthly existence is that we may
have a fulness of joy, and that we may become the sons
and daughters of God, in the fUllest sense of the word,
being heirs of God and joint heirs with Jesus Christ,
to be kings and priests unto God, to inherit glory,
dominion, exaltation, thrones and every power and attribute developed and possessed by our Heavenly Father.
This is the object of our being on this earth. In order
to attam unto this exalted position, it is D.ecessary that
we go through this mortal experience, or probation, by
which we may prove ouraelves worth, through the aid ot
our elder brother Jesus. '!he .spirit without the body is
not perfect. It is not eapaoitated,. without the body,
to p<assEUJs a tulness ctf the glory of God, and therefore
it oannot, without the body, fulfill ita destiny. We
are foreordained to beoome oonformed to the likeness of
the Lord Jesus Christ; and 1m order that we may become
like unto him, we must follow in his toot steps, evea
until we Sanotify ourselves by the law of truth and
righteOliSDess. 8
The referenoe in the above quotation to

tm

inheritance of

dominion, exaltation, and throaes, suggests the teachiag that
redeemed man will someday become like God.

This belief was

presented ia Chapter Three under the Doctrine of God.
However, one brief statement will be incorporated here;
• • • To be made angels, Gods--beings who will hold
control over the elements, and have power by their word
to command the creation and redemption of worlds, or to
extinguish suns by their breath, and disorganize worlds,
hurling themback iato their chaotic atate. This is
what you and Iare created for.l9
Another purpose for maa and woman being created, is
that theJ' might enter. iato aa eternal marriage relationship
18 J'oseph F. 8m1th, Gospel Doctrine Sermons rand Writings
(eighth edition; Utah: Deseret f3ook Company, 1949):-P'. 439.
19 Widtsoe, ~· ~·• p. 74, citing Journal!! Discourses, 5:356t.
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which would continue throughout eternity.

!here will be

procreation beyond this life, but the unioa of man and womaa
must take place in this life•
circles that marriage ceases

The view held in Proteataat
w~th

this life is claimed by

the Mormoa Qhuroll to b• a pollution ot gospel truth.
!he action that is almost universal that arriage is
a coatract which ends at death did not originate 1n the
gospel. It was introduced by the enemy of truth who
has sworn to overthrow the kingdom of God if he can.
Paul declared that 'Neither is the man without the woman,
neither the woman without the man, in the Lord,' and the
Lord said he would give to man a help meet for him. That
is a help that would answer all the necessary requirements, not only ot oompaaionship, but to help hia to fill
the measure of creation, which neither the man nor the
woman, alone, could accomplish• Orsoa Pratt commenting
on this need, has said: 'The Lord ordained marriage
between male an~ female as a law through which spirits
should come here and take tabernacles, and enter into
the second atate of existence. The Lord himself so!8mnized
the first marriage pertaining to this globe, • • • •
Falsehood of imma-terialism.

'!he Mormon ahurch ia

defense of its position of eternity of matter has written
against those who make spirit nonmaterial.

Orson Pratt for-

warda the following logic:
!he spirit or mind has a relation to space, is evident
the tact of its location in the body. The body
itself exists iD space. Bo point can be assumed in the
body but what has a relation to the aurroundi:ag space or
extension. !herefore spirit must have a i§lation to
extensioa or it cannot ex1st ia the body. J.

f~om

(Utah:

20 Joseph F. Sm1th, 'lhe Restor•tio:n

The Deaeret News,

19~j),

p. !44.

.2! A!! Things

21 Orson Pratt, "Absurdities ot Immaterialiwa", ~

J2hlet

(Liverpool:

:a•

.Tames, Printer, [:n. d.] }, p. 12.
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Assuming that the cspirit is necessarily related to space,
precludes any theory that spirit may be free of matter.
this

same

In

article, Orson Pratt pronounces imm.aterialie absurd

and unworiill as a Christie philosophy.
immaterialism, in our est.imate, is

w:fhe doctrine of

fal:~e,

and

it~

the highest

degree absurd, and unworthy the belie!" of any true Christian
philosopher.fl122
II.

DOCTRINE OF THE FALL

It was stated in the beginning of this chapter, that
the doctrines of· creation and the fall are uniquely and
inseparably related..

The Mormon Church teaches that God's

eoonol'!'lY has necessarily made this true.
Method of procedure.

The doctrine of the fall was

approached by the following divisions:

first, the relation

of the devil to God and Christ; second, the fall as planned
by God; third, the fall and its reaults; fourth, the doctrine
of depravity; fifth, conclusion.
f'ie rtlation !! the devil to God and Christ.

In the

Book of M<!u:tes, found ill the Peal"l of Great Price, a record of
creation and the fall ill given..

It is similar, and in ma.ny

places identical, to the opening chapters of
22 ~ •• p. 1.

Ge~esis.

The
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Book of Moses, however, describes the relation ot Satan to
God anti Christ iB a manner not :round either in Genes is or
any other part ot the Bible.

In chapter tour, verses 1•4 in

the Book ot Moses, both Christ and Satan are stated as being
the spiritual cftsprings :trom. God the Father.
the first or elder brother•

According to this record, God

bad revealed his plan to create man.
tion had beer. discussed.

Christ is

It was t)le

that Christ should be the redeemer..

Also, a plan o:t redeappt~rpose

of God the Father

However, Satan desired

this exalted position and endeavored to persuade the Father
to allow him. to take Ohrist•s place.

Satan submitted a plan

o:t redemption which was to ttdestroy the tree agency of man
by obtainimg power to force the human family to do his will,
promisiDg the Father that by such means be would redeem all
mankind so that not one of them should be lost.n23 The record
of these events and their results are quoted below:
.Al'ld I, the 'Lord God, spake unto Moauu;, Baying: That
Satan, whom thou hast commanded in the nsme of mine Only
Begotten, is the asme which was from the begtnniag. an4
he came before me, saying--Behold, here am I, send me,
.I will be thy son, a!ld I will redeem all mankind, that
one soul shall not be lost, and surely I will do it;
wherefore give me thine honor.
But, behold, my Beloved Son, Which was my Beloved and
Chosen from. the beginning, said uato me--Father, thy will
be done, and the glory be thine forever.
,
Wherefore, because that Satan rebelled against me, and
sought to destroy the agency of man, which I, the Lor4
23 Talmage,~·

£11.,

p. 55.

God, had given him, and also, that I should give unto him
mine own power; by the power of mine Only Begotten, I
cauaet\ that he should be cast down;
And he became Satan, yea, even the devil, the father
of all lies, to deceive and to blind men, and to lead
them captive at his wi§l, even as many as would not
hearken unto my voice. 4
Satan's attempt to rob Christ of his rightful place has been
compared to the story of Jacob and Esau.
to steal Christ's birthright•

Satan was attempting

-There was a devil in heaven,

and be strove to possess the birthright of the Savior.n25
Because of Satan's disobedience he was cast from heaven to
this earth.

He was not alone however, for one-third of the

hosts of heaven had chosen to follow this Son of the Morning.
Brigham Young described who these rebellious spirits were.
"Let me tell you that it was one-third part of the spirit$
who were prepared to take tabernacles upon this earth • • • • •26
One great punishment inflicted upon Satan for his rebellion
was that lle could never posseas an earthly tabernacle.

Joseph

Smith pointed thia out as the •greatest• punishment brought
upon the devil.

ftHe sought tor things which were unlawtulo

Hence he was sent down, and it is said he drew many away with

-

24_''fbe Pearl of Great
. Price, Moses 4:1-4.
2.5 l'idtsoe,

.,Q]_•

.2..!1•,

p

104, citing Journal of Discourses,

8:279,280.
26 Ibid., p .. 84, 5:54,55.

him; and the greatness of' his punishment is

~hat

he shall

not han a tabernaele.•27
~!!!!!.

part .Q! God's plan.

knew man would fall when tempted.

God being all wise

In tact, the Mormon Church

teaches that he planned the fall to be a means
• • • whereby maa CGUld be 'brought into direct experience
with good and evil, so that of his own agency he might
elect the one or the other, and tl'lus be prepared by the
experiences of mortal probation tor the exaltation provided in the beneficent plan ot his ereation.28
Satan had not deceived God when he proposed a substitute
program.

Bather, Satan was being used, unwittingly, to fulfill
the plans of the Father •tor he knew not the mind of God.• 29
The

!!!! ed !!!. _re_s_u_l_t.-s. Before considering the fall

and its results it was neces.sary to compare the importance
of the two great commandments given to Adam and Eve.

The

first of these commandments was that man should not eat of
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.30

If this

commandment should be broken, the penalty of death would
result.

The second commandment was that Adam and Eve were to

2'1 J'oseph F. Smith, Teachings of _ill Prophet J'ose;ph
Smith, op. cit., P• 297.
28.Talmage, B2•

29 The Pearl

!11.,-p.

68.

.2!: Great Price, Moses

50 Genesis 2:16,17.

4:6.

be fruitful ,and replenish the earth.3l

Viewing these two

commandments the question is asked, which of these is the
greatest?

Mormonism believes that the commandment to be

fruitful and replenish the earth is greater.

This order of

importance is stated by Talmage.
Adam and his wife we:.e placed in the ga:.4en. They
had been given dominion •over the fish of the sea, and
over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing
that moveth upon the earth.' With this great power were
assooiated certain commandments, the first of which ill
point of·importance was that they 'be fruitful, and
multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it'; then,
that they refrain from eating or ever touching the fruit
of a aertatg tree, the tree of knowledge of good and
evil, • • • 2
This greater comntandment could not be fulfilled, however,
until the lesser commandntent had been broken.

The reason for

the need of this disobedient act was that Adam and Eve came
into this world as celestial beings.

nWhen our father Adam

came into the garden of Eden, he came into it with a celestial
body, and brought Eve one of his wives with him. • • • n33
After their pre-existent spirits had indwelt the earthly
tabernacl.e, they still remained immortal.

In this condition

(of immor-tality) they were unable to act in the capacity of

31 Genesis 1:28.
32 Talmage, ~·

.ill.• , p. 54.

33 jan Karel Van Baalen, The Chaos of Cults

(Michigan:

Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1945}, p. 134, citing Journal
of Discourses, Vol. 1, p. 50.

procreators.

~herefore,

the lesser command, to be

it was necessary for them to break
o~edient

unto God, in order to

fulfill the greater commandment.
Adam and Eve could never have been the parents of a
mortal posterity had they not themselves become mortal;
mortality was an essential element in the divine plan
respecting the earth and its appoiDted inhabitants; and,
as a meams of introducing mortality, the Lord placed
before the progenitors of the race a law [lesser commandment], knowing what would follow.34
Is it any wonder that Adam and Eve rejoiced because of the
fall?
And Eve, his wife, heard all these things and was glad,
saying; Were it not for pur transgression we never should
have had seed, • • • And Adam and Eve blessed the Dame of
God• and they made all things known unto their sons and
their daugbters.35
~he

decisions of both Adam and Eve were instrumental

in the fall.
different.

The essential part of each, however, was
Eve

w~s

deceived by Satan when she was persuaded

to take of the fruit.

She had fulfilled the divine plan of

God through ignorance.
Eve was fulfilling the forseen purposes of God by the
part she took in the great drama of the fall; yet she
did not pa:t-take of the forbidden truit with that object
in view, but with intent to act contrary to the divine
command, being deceived by the sophistries of Satan, • • • 36

34 Talmage, ££• cit., p. 69.
35 The Pearl of Great Price, Moses 5:11,12.
36 'talmage, .£l2• cit., p. 69.
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Adam, on the other hand, was not deceived.

He deliberately

chose to join with Eve in her decision to partake of the
fruit.

By so doing he knowingly helped to carry out the plan

ot God.
Adam's part in the great event [tall] was essentially
different from that of his wife; he was not deceived; on
the contrary he deliberately decided to do as Eve desired,
that he might carry out the purposes of his :Maker with
respect to the race of men, • • • 3?
The :Mormon Church teaches that the blessings of the
fall were innumerable.

The joy of becoming mortal has been

considered, but there are others that need to be examined.
First, :Mormonism maintains that if man had remained in a state
of innocency he could never have known what was truly good.
This is true, because doing good can only come with the
knowledge of sin.

ffAnd they would have had no children;

wherefore they would have remained in a state of innocence,
having no joy, for they knew no misery; doing no good, for
they knew no sin.ff38
And the Lord spake unto Adam, saying: Inasmuch as thy
children are conceived in sin, even so when they begin to
grow up, sin coneeiveth in their hearts, and they taste
the bitter, that they may know to prize the good.39
If man had never tasted good and evil he would have remained
forever upon this earth.
5'1 ,,

.
'
Ibid.,
p. 19,70.

38 :Book !! Iviormon, II Nephi 2:23.
39

!£! Pearl !! Great Price, :Moses 6:55.
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And DOw, behold, if Adam had not transgressed he would
Dot have fallen, but he would have remained in the garden
of Eden. And all things which were created ~st have
remained in the same state in which they were after they
were createdi and they ~st have remained forever, and
had no end. 4v
Remaining upon this earth, man would have been unable to
advance to his next stage of exaltation of becoming a God iD
the life beyond,.

Another blessing of the fall is in relation

to intelligence.

We were created for the purpose of improving

our intelligence so that it (intelligence) might be exalted
in the next life.

Without sin this would have been impossible.

There is not, has not been, and Dever can be any method,
scheme, or plan devised by any beiDg in this world for
intelligence to exist eternally and obtaiu an exaltation,
wi thou.t knowing the good and the evil--without tasting
the bitter and the sweet.;.4l
Another important result of the fall was the comiDg ot a
redeemer.

The state of innocency

w~ich

belonged to Adam and

Eve before the fall could never compare with the joy of having
a personal redeemer.
was stated by Joseph

This great service performed for mankind
~ielding

Smith.

We see, then, that Adam performed tor mankind a great
service through his transgression. He ~de it possible
tor the earth to be peopled. He made it possible tor us
to pass through all the vicissitudes of mortality and
thus fiDd our place in the world to come based on meri~
through our obedience or diaobedienee to the commandments
of the Lard. He prepared the way for the coming of Jesus
40 ~~g.! Marmon, II Nephi

:22.

41 Widtsoe, ~· ~i!•t p. 101, citing Journal of Discourses 7:237,aae.

Christ as our Redeemer to bring back life to a fallen
world, through the opening of the graves and the reuniting
of the spirit with the body never again to be divided.
This great boon will come to all, for it is written: 'For
since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead. lor as in Adam all die, even so in
ahrist shall all be made alive.' It Ad~ had not fallen
there could have been no Savior, and it no Savior there
could. have been no need for the creation of this earth
for it would not have been peopled with its present li:f'e.42
The last phase of the benefit of the fall to be considered was
in the area of free will.

Only with the presence of good and

sin could man choose and thereby be a free moral agent.

•Jad

it must needs be that the devil should tempt the children of
men, or they could not be agents unto themselves; for if they
never should have bitter they could not know the sweet • • • • •43
In concluding this study of the blessings resulting from the
fall, a pertinent quotation was cited from the writings of
President John Taylor.

In this statement, the purpose of'

the fall is stated as a vital and necessary part'in the eternal
progression of man.
Thus it would appear that if any of the links of this
great chain had been broken, it would have interfered
with the comprehensive plan of the Almighty pertaining
to the salvation and eternal exaltation of those spirits
who were His sons and for whom principally the world was
made; that they through submissioD to the requirements
of the eterDal priDciple and law governing these matters
might possess bodies and these bodies united with the
spirits might become living souls, and being the sons of
48 Joseph F. Smith, The Restoration
op. cit., p. 870.
43 nootrtne and Covenants, 29:39.
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God, and made in the imag~ ot God, they, through the
atonement, might be exalted by obedience to the law of
the Gospel; to the Godheaa..'4
·
The doctrine of depravity.

A study of the fall would

be incomplete without an analysis of the doctrine of depravity.
The Mormon Church does not a.ccept the view of total depravity
either in its extensive or intensive form.

The reason they

object to the doctrine of total depravity is because they
teach that the sin principle resides in the flesh.
spirit enters the body it is pure and undefiled.

When the
This is

necessarily true because the spirit in its pre-existent state
was not contaminated by sin.
the following quotatioas:

This teaching is verified in

•When our spirits took possession

of these tabernacles, they were as pure as the angels of God,
wherefore total depravity cannot be a true doctrine.•45
'!'he spirits that live in these tabernacles were as
pure as the heavens, when they entered them. They came
to tabernacles that are contaminated, pertaining to the
flesh, by the fall of man.
We have to contend against evil passions, or the seeds
of iniquity that are sown in the flesh through the fall.45
Assuming the aboTe view to be true, the quest ion arises as to
how the spirit may become contaminated.

Is it immediately

44 Van Baalen, ~· £!!., p. 211, citing John Taylor from
The Mediation and Atonement, p. 135.
45 Widtsoe, ~· cit., p. 78, citing Journal of Discourses, 10:192.
46 ~ •• p. 79.
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defiled. when united with the body, or does one have to personally yield to s.in?

~igham

Young, in the Journal of

Discourses provided the answer to these questions.
In the first plaoe the spirit is pure and under the
special control and influence of the Lord, but the body
is of the earth, and is subject to the power of the
devil, and is under the mighty influence of that fallen
nature that is of the earth. If the spirit yiel'ds to
the body, the Devil then has power to overcome the body
and spirit of that man, aad he looses both.47
Having briefly stated the Mormon Church's position on the
doctrine of depravity, it may be seen why they have endorsed
an optimism which posits in man a greater desire to do good

than evil.
Many of us have been taught the doctrine of total
depravity -- that man is not naturally inclined to do
good. I am satisfied that he is more inclined to do right
than to do wrong. There is a greater power within him to
shun evil and perform good, than to do the opposite.48
This optimism, it may be seen, is logical and consistent with
its premise.
Conclusion.

To conclude the presentation of the doctrine

of the fall, the author has summarized it with a quotation
from the Articles£! Faith.
It has become a common practice with mankind to heap
reproaches upon the progenitors of the family, and to
picture the supposed blessed state in which we would be
living but for the fall; whereas our first parents are
47 ~., p. 107, 2:255.
48 ~., p. 120, 9:247.
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entitled to our deepest gratitude for their legacy to
posterity -- the meens of winning title to glory,
exaltation, and eternal lives. But for the opportunity
thus given, the spiri ta of God 1 a offspring would have
remained forever in a state of innocent childhood, sinless through no effort of their own; negatively saved,
not from sin, but .from the opportunity of meeting sin;
incapable of winning the honors of victory because
prevented from taking part in the conflict. As it is,
they are heirs to the birthright of Adam's descendants
mortality, with its immeasurable possibilities and its
God -- given freedom of action. From Father Adam we
ha.T(l) inherited all the ills to which flesh is heir; but:
such are necessarily incident to a knowledge of good and
evil, by the prop~g use of which knowledge may become
even as the Gods.

49 Talmage, ~· cit., p. 70.

THE MORMON DOCTRINE OF SALVAT ION

The restoration of man from his fallen state comprises
a vital aspect im the doctrimes of the Mormon Church.

It was

impossible in the short compass of this study, to present all
the interesting details relating to this general theme.

An

endeavor was made however, to present the major phases in
brevity without sacrificing clarity.

Special attention was

given to those teachings unique to the Mormoa Church.
,'rhia chapter was divided iD the followiag l'Uillner:
:first, the atonement; second, :faith and repentance; third,
baptism; :fourth, receiving the Holy Spirit; fifth, provi·sion

tor the dead; sixth, results of salvation; seventh, benefits
of salvation administered through proper authority.

-

The atonement.

The word atonement implies the thought

of being made one with another person.

Used with a theological

connotation, it means that man is reconciled or brought back
to God.

From this definition, we see there must have been a

a:ttparatioD..

This diviaioD. came about through the fall, the

result of which, was that man (Adam) incurred a debt upon the
human race.

The contracting of this debt was described by

Brigham Young.

•our tirst parents transgressed the law that

was givea them in the garden; their eyes were opened.

This
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created the debt.•l

To meet this debt God graciously pro-

vided a vicarious sacrifice,, in his first begotten Son.
This was necessary because the debt incurred was a ndivine
debt".
What is the nature of this debt? It is a divine
debt. [God says to sinful man] • • • it is impossible for
you to pay this debt; I have prepared a sacrifice; I
will send my only Begotten Son to pay this divine debt
•••• 2

Without the provision of' an atonement, man would have been
hopelessly lost.3

It is unthinkable however, that God would

allow man to rema,in in a fallen state because the fall,
according to Mormon belief, was planned to be a great blessing.
God had necessarily obligated himself to provide redemption.
This redemption, however, is provisional.

"All rational

beings have an agency of their own; and according to their
own choice they will be saved or damned.•4 .If provision has

.

been made for all to be saved, the question arises as to how
many will avail themselves of this privilege?

The Mormon

Church teaches that God's great mercy will be extended so that

1 John A. Widtsoe, selected and arranged, Discourses
of Bri~am Young (Utah: The Deseret News Press, 1925), p. 90,
citing ournal of Discourses, 14:71.
'

2 Ibid., p. 90,91, 14:71.

3 Joseph Smith, The Book of Mormon {Utah: The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1948), Alma 34:9.
4 Widtsoe, ££• ~., p. 95, citing Journal of' Discourses, 6:97.
-----
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only those who have heard the Gospel and openly reject its
precious promises or those who have been genuinely saved and
sin agains,t the Holy Ghost will be 1ost.

"Nona are condemned

except those who have the privilege of receiving the words of
eternal life and refuse to receive them..•5
~he

fact is recognized, in all Christendom, that

millions have died without the privilege of hearing the Gospel.
What will the atonement of Christ do for them?

The Mormon

Church teaches that .Christ will. work until all have heard,
including thos'e who have passed from this li:re.
Millions o.f them have passed away, both in the Christian
and in the heathen worlds, just as honest, virtuous and
uprigh:t as any now living. The Christ ian worl.d say they
are lost; but the Lord will gave them, or, at least all
who will receive the Gospel.
•Jesus will never cease his work until all are brought up to
the enjoyment of a kingdom in the mans.ions of his father •• • tt7
Special attention has been given, by Mormon writers,
to the sacri:ficial death of Christ.

It is emphasized that

Chris't. voluntarily gave his life upon the cross.
it from him.

No one took

This is important When one realizes that Jesus

had within his being the power to withstand death inde:finitely.B
5 Ibid., p. 90, 8:294.
6

!B.!!· J p.

93, 1:5:323.

7 I't14•, p. 86, 15:76.

8 James E. Talmage, Articles of Faith (Utah: The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day:Saints, 1949), p. 79.
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The motive which sustained the Lord through his earthly
mission and strengthened him to :tace death, was two-fold:
~first,

the desire to do His Father's will in accomplishing

the redemption o:t mankind; second, His love :tor humanity, o:t
whose welfare and destiny He had assumed charge."9

With this

motive Christ came into the world, lived, and died, that man
might be brought back to God and in the end receive an exaltation, riaing to the place o:t God and becoming a God himself.
To conclude this brief consideration of the atonement,
the following is quoted from the Compendium of MOrmon Doctrine:
'The word atonement signifies deliverance, through the
offering of a ransom, from the penalty of a broken law.
As effected by desus Christ, it signifies the deliverance,
through his death and resurrection, of the earth and
everything per-taining to it, from the power which death
has obtained over them through the transgression of Adam.tlO
Faith and Repentance.

Faith

~is

the :first principle

of • • • [the] Gospe1.~11 Without faith it is impossible to
be saved and to please God.

It has been detined by !ralmage

as a ttfull confidence and tl:'ust in the being, purposes, and
words of God.ttl 2 Faith is always active and positive. and will
inevitably lead 1o good works.

-·

9 Ibid., p. 80.
10 James H. Snowden, The Truth About Mormonism (New
York: George H. Doran Company, 1926}, p. 1~2, citing Richards
from Compendium of .Mormon Doctrine, p. s.
11 Widtsoe, ~· cit., p. 236, citing Journal of
courses, 13:143.
1 2 Talmage, ££• £11., p. 96.

Bl!-

75

The Morman Church makes careful distinction between
faith and belief.

Belief may be merely intellectual assent

without giving oneself completely into the hands of God.
Faith, goes beyond mental assent to place complete trust in
Christ.

Faith therefore comprehends belief.

demonstrated in events of daily living.
seed, expecting to harvest manyfold.

Faith may be

The farmer sows his

The student pursues his

studies expecting to be qualified for his chosen lites work.
"Faith thus becomes to us the foundation of hope, from which
spring our aspirations, ambitions, and confidences for the
future.~l3

It is always pleasing to God when man exercises

faith toward Christ.
Faith is essential to salvation.

ttmsomuch as salvation

is attainable only through the mediation and atonement of
Christ, and since this is made applicable to individual sin in
the measure of obedience to the laws of righteousness, faith
in Jesus Christ is indispensable to salvation.ttl4 This faith
must embrace the God-head; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Salvation is promised to those who exercise faith in the
God-head and comply with the requirements necessary for a
cont in.uous r.elat ionship.

13 Ibid., p. 103.
14 Ibid., p. 106.

'17

Essentially, faith is a gift :from God.

"Though within

the reach ot all who diligently strive to gain it, :faith is
never.theless a divine gitt.nl5

Whenever man shows sincerity

and humility he is in the position to receive divine impressions.

As soon as one is willing to open up his heart to the

influence of God,. he will receive adequate faith to lead him
into eternal life.
Faith and works go hand in hand.

The importance of

works was considered in.other divisions of this chapter.
Brief mention is made here however, to show their relationship.
Faith is passive without works.

To claim faith without

evidence is to claim something one does not have.

The Mormon

Church teaches that the belief of justification by faith alone
is "a most pernicious doctrine.nl6

Mormonism maintains that

Christ specifically taught that works were "essential to the
validity of profession and the efficacy of :faith.nl7
Closely

a~uaociated

it is repentance.

with faith and immediately following

It has been classified as the second

principle of the Gospel., :faith being the first.

The term

repentance may be defined as the "· •• duty required of all

lS Ibid., P• 107.
16 !:.2.2_. cit.
17 Loa.

ill·
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who would obtain forgiveness for transgression. • •

.ttl8
'

It

is accompanied by godly sorrow for aia and a reformation of
life.

It embodies the following three points:

•(1) a con-

viction of guilt; (2) • • • sin; and (3) an earnest determination to forsake sin and to accomplish good.nl9
Whenever one comes to the realization of God's existence
and authority (by faith), and desires to please the Father,
he will repent of his past life.

This provides

th~

ft

• • •

first step toward the blessed state of forgiveness. • • • tt20
Not only must one be willing to repent of his sins, he must
also be willing to forgive others.

Repentance will have no

merit if it is not directed to the right source.

Jesus Ohrist

is the only source under heaven and it is to him that one must
repent.
Repentance is essential to salvation.

tti:tt the obtaining

of divine mercy repentance is as indispensable as faith • • • • "21
The necessity of repentance is extended to all the human race
for in Romans 3:23 we read:
of the glory of God.tt

'tall have sinned and come short

Forgiveness is promised to all providing

genuine repentance is evident.

18 Ibid,, p. 109.
19 Loc. ill·
20 Loc. cit.

--

21 Ibid., p. 113.

Rt!pf'ntance like faith, is a gift from God.
It is not to be had for the careless asking; it may
not be found upon the highway; nevertheless it is given
with boundless liberality unto those who have brought
forth works that warrant its bestowal. That is to say,
all who prepare themselves for repentance will be led
by the humbling and softening influence of the Holy Spirit
to the actual possessio.n of this great gift.22
Repentpce is granted unto us by God and is a demonstration
of His goodness.
Baptism.

The Mormon

is essential to salvat.ion.
·~

Chur~h

has declared that baptism

The reason for this belief is that

; • remission of sins constitutes a special purpose of

baptism, and as no soul can be saved in the kingdom of God
with unforgiven sins, it is plain that baptism is essential
to salvation.•23 Salvation is promised only on the condition
that the laws and ordinances of the Gospel are obeyed.

The

Mormon Church believes that baptism is an essential ordinance
and is necessarily required of all who have attained accountable years.

The Ptua:rl of Great Price provides the reason why

this ordinance of baptism is necessary to salvation •
• • • Inasmuch as ye were born into the world by water,
and blood, and the spirit, which I have made, and so
became of dust a living soul, even so ye must be born
again into the kin'gdom of heaven, of water, and of the

22 Ibid., p. 114.
23 ~., p. 128.
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Spirit, and be cleanltd by blood, even the blood of mine
Only Begotten; • • •
Turning to the Bible the Mormon Church cites J"ohn 3:5 as a
proof that baptism is essential to salvation.

• •

• Except

a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into
the kingdom o:f God.fl' Also, in Acts 22:16, A.nanias exhorts
Paul to be baptized and thereby wash away his sins.
why tarriest thou?

•And now

arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy

sins, calling on the name of the Lord.,•

When one has properly

fulfilled the commandments he has come to the place where
remission of sins may be effected.

"And the :first fruits of

repentance is baptism; and baptism cometh by faith unto the
fulfilling the

co~mandments;

and the fulfilling the command-

ments bringeth remission of sins.•25
The Mormon Church clearly teaches that sins are not
forgiven and remitted until one enters into the act o:f baptism.
". • • For the gate by which ye should enter is

~epentan,c'e

and baptism by water; and ~ [italics not in original) cometh
a remission of your sins by fire and by the Holy tlhost.tt26
It teaches on the other hand that the water does not cleanse

24 J"oseph,Smith, The Pearl of Great Price {Utah: The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1951}, Moses
6:59.
25 ...............
The Book of Mormon, Moroni 8:25.
~

~-

26 ~., II Nephi 31:17.

61

but is merely a symbol of purification.

The place of water

in relation to sin and salvation was presented by

Brigh~

Young as follows:
• • • the Lord said, 'If the sinner will repent of his
sins, and go down into the waters of baptism, and there
be buried in the likeness of being put into the earth
and buried, and again be delivered from the water, in
the likeness of being born--if in the sincerity of his
heart he will do this, his sins shall be washed away.
Will tbe water of it~elf wash them away? No; but keeping
~ commandments 91.. God w.ill Qleanse 1!!,& ~ stain of
Slih
tftalics not in originall
In the beginning God cursed the earth; but did he
curse all things pertaining to it? No, he did not curse
the water, but be blessed it.27
Though water is not claimed to have any virtue, the Mormon
Church believes that the act of baptism is necessary to
cleanse away sin.
If an individual believes in Christ and repents of his
sins receiving the witness of the Holy Spirit (that God is
love), but does not comply with the requirement of baptism,
be is not saved.

He bas not entered into the kingdom of God.

Hundreds and thousands of people have believed on the
Lord jesus Christ and repented of their sins, and have
bad the Holy Spirit to witness unto them that God is love,
that they loved him and that be loved them, and yet they
. are not in his kingdom. They have not complied with the
neces~~ry requirements, they have not entered in at the
door.2B
27 Widtsoe, ~·
courses. 2:4; 7:162. ,

£!!., p. 247, citing Journal of Dis-

28 Ibid., p. 236, 13:57.
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The method or mode of
anoe.

ism is also of vital

import~

The Mormon Church teaches tha.t this mode was established

and taught to Adam.

'When God expelled Adam from the garden

he gave the following promise:
It thou wilt turn unto ma, and harken unto my voice,
and believe, and repent of all thy transgressions, and
be baptized, .even in water ..... ye shall receive the
gift of the Holy Ghost • • • • And it came to pass, when
the Lord had spoken.with Adam, our father, that Adam cried
unto the Lord, and he was caught away by the Spirit of
the Lord, and was carried down into the water, and was
laid under the water, and was brought forth out of the
water.29

Adam was carried down into the water.

Therefore the mode of

baptism, from the first, was immersion.

Strong emphasis is

placed upon this mode as the only true form.
methods are wholly inadequate.

All other

The Book of Mormon prescribes
--

this mode and ex.cludes all others.

"And then shall ye

immerse them in the water • • • and according as I have
commanded you thus shall ye baptize.

And there shall be no

disputations among you. • • • n30
Receiving the Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spirit was

promised to the early church and was given on the ih:o' of
Fentecost.

Receiving the Holy Spirit, is classified as a

"second baptism•.

"Johll th.e Baptist, proclaiming in the

29 ~Pearl~ Great Price, Moses 5:52,64.
30 ~ Book of Mormon, III Nephi 11:26,28.

83

wilderness repentance and baptism by water, foretold a second
and higher baptism, which he characterized as being of fire
and the Holy Ghost • • • •31 ~he Bible speaks plainly regarding this second baptism as seen in John 3:5 where Nicodemus
is informed that he must be

n •••

born of the water and of

the Bpirit.u The Mormon Church believes the necessary prerequisite to receiving the baptism of the Holy Spirit is to
be "• • • baptized by water for the remission of sins • • • • n32
The Mormon Church clearly teaches that the Holy Spirit
is initially received into the life when an oral ordinance of
blessing is pronounced by proper authority.
~e bestowal of the Holy Ghost, which is to be regarded
as a con:f'erred right to His ministrations, is effected
through the ordinance of an oral blessing pronounced upon
the candidate by the specified authority of the Holy
Priesthood, accompanied by t~g imposition of the hands
of him. or those officiating.

"'And Whoso h.a.ving faith ,-ou shall confirm in my church, by
the laying on of the hands, and I will bestow the gift of the
Holy Ghost upon them."'34
The Holy Spirit is called a. Oom.forter in the Bible.
He is such because Be indwells the life of the believer

31 Talmage, .2.:2.• cit., p. 15?.
32 Joseph am.ith, ~Doctrine and Covenants (Utab.:
The Ohureh of Jes.tis Christ of' Latter-day Saints, l95&}, 84:64.
33 Talmage,~· cit., p. 165.
34 ~Doctrine and Covenants, 33:15.
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representing the will and purpose of God and Christ.35 The
Mormon Church teaches that the Holy Spirit is the only member
of the Godhead who can abide in our life because He is not
confined to a body as is God the Father and Christ.
Provision for

~

dead.

Of the great numbers of people

who have populated this earth, only a relatively few have
heard the Gospel and fewer still have responded favorably.
The Mormon Church teaches that in the course of history there
have been long periods of darkness when no one on earth was
authorized to represent the Lord (from the last apostles
(approximately 100 A.D.] to 1830 when salvation was claimed
to have been restored to the earth through Joseph Smith}.

35 Christ is classified as the second comforter. He
does not ~al>ide with the Christian, but appears in visions.
Great mysteries are revealed when Christ makes an appearance.
Now what is this other Comforter. It is no more nor
less than the Lord Jesus Christ Himself; • • • when oy
man obtain.s this last Comforter, he will have the personage
of Jesus Christ to attend him, or appear unto him from
time to time, and even He will manifest the Father unto
him, and they will take up their abode with him• and the
visions of the heavens will be opened unto him, and the
Lord will teach him race to race, and he may have a
perfect knowledge or the mysteries Of the Kingdom of God;
and this is the state and nlace the ancient Saints arrived
at when they had such glorious visions -- Isaiah, Ezekiel,
John upon the Isle of Patmos, St. Paul in the three
heavens, and all the Saints who held communion with the
general assembly ad Church of the J'irst Born. Joseph F.
Smith, compiler, Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith (fifth
edition; Utah: The DeseretNews Press. 1S38), p. 150,151.
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In the justice of God no soul .shall be condemned under any
law that has not been made lmo,vn unto him.

Therefore, humanity

will be given a second chance or an opportunity to be saved
beyond the grave.
To provide this opportunity, there is and will be a

proclamation of the Gospel in the spirit world..

This teaching,

according to Mormon belief, did not originate with the
supposed restoration of the Gospel in these last days, rather,
it was decreed by God from •before the foundation of the world."'36
Both Moses and Elijah were supposed to have been strong advocates of this doctrine.

Mormonism believes one essential

purpose for Moses building the taberDaole in the wilderness
was to provide a place where the Israelites {Levites} might
baptize for the dead.

•For this cause I commanded Moses that

he should build a tabernacle, • • • your anointings, and your
washings, and your baptisms for the dead, • • • by the sons
of Levi • • • are ordained by the ordinanoe of my holy house,
• • • u37 It is taught by the Mormon Church that Solomon built
the "'temple for the purpose of giving endowments, [whioh would
inolude baptism for the dead] •

36 ____,.
Ibid., P• 308.
3"1 The Doctrine and Covenants, 124:38,39.
38 Widtsoe, .2.E.•
courses, 18:303.

tl:t·, p. 602, oi ting Journal .21 J21!,-
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~he

Mormon Church attempts to prove the teaching of

a second chance for the dead in the ministry of Ghrist.
advance this teaching they cite I Peter 4:6:

To

"For this cause

was the gospel preached also to them that are dead, that they
might be judged according to men in the flesh, but live
according to God in the spirit."

It is taught by the Mormon

Church that. this extensive ministry to the dead was initiated
between the death of Christ and his resurrection.
By which also he went and preached unto the spirits
in prison; Which sometime were disobedient, when once
the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah,
while the ark vn1s a preparing, wherein few, that is,
eight souls were saved by water (I Peter 5:19-20).
Commenting on the above Scripture, Talmage says,
If it was deemed proper and just that the Gospel be
carried to the spirits who were disobedient in the days
of Noah, it is reasonable to conclude that like opportunities shall be placed within the reach ~ f others who
have rejected the word at different times. 9
The Mormon Church teaches that Christ not only preached to
the dead, but instructed other spirits {who were saved in
this life) how the kingdom might be built up in the spirit
world.
There is an opportunity for men who are in the spirit
to receive the Gospel• Jesus, while his body lay in the
grave two nights and one day, went to the world of spirits
to Show the brethren how they should build up the kingdom,
and bring spirits to the knowledge of the truth in the
spirit world; he went to set th~ the pattern there, as
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he had done on this earth. Hence you perceive that there,
spirits have the privilege of embracing the truth.40
Another

Script~ral

proof used to advance this teaching

is found in the statement. made to the thief on tb.e cross.
Jesus said, "To?-ay shalt thou be with me in paradise" (Luke
23:43).

Three days later Christ appeared to Mary Magdalene

and said, "I have not yet ascended to
Where had Jesus gone?

my

father" (John 20:17).

Evidently not to heaven, but rather,

had journeyed to the abode of the dead where countless numbers
were waiting to hear the Gospel and be saved.
Mormonism. maintains that the Apostle Paul taugh.t this
doctrine.

However, they believe that because of faulty

translation it is not too clearly preserved.

Only one refer-

ence remains that teaches this provision for the dead.

This

reference i.s found in I Corinthians 15:29, "Else what shall
they do which are baptized for the dead, if the dead rise
not at al.l?"'
It is turth.er taught that Christ's ministry
dead was foretold by Isaiah the prophet.
gathered

tog~ther,

a~ong

the

"'And they shall be

as prisoners are gathered in the pit, and

shall be shut up i:Q. the prison, and after many days shall be
visited" (Isaiah 24:22}.

Isaiah later declared that Jesus

was "'to open the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from.
40 Widtsoe, ££• cit., p. 608,609, citing Journal of
DiscGurses, 2:138.
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the prisou, and them that sit in darkness out of the prison
house" (Isaiah 42:7).
Another verse in the Bible used to support this doctrine
is Malachi 4:6, "· •• And he shall turn the heart of the
fathers to the children, and the heart of. the children to
their fathers, lest I com.e and smite the earth with

a

curse."

Joseph Smith provided the following explanation of .this verse:
I will give you a quotation from one of the prophets,
who had his eye fixed on the restoration of the prtesl\i_. ·
hood, the glories .to be revealed in the last days, and
in an especial manner this most glorious of all subjects
belonging to the everlasting gospel, namely, the baptism
for the dead; for Malachi says, last chapter, verses
5th and 6th: 'Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet
before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the
Lord: And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the
children, and the heart of the children to their fathers.
lest I come and smite the earth with a curse.'
I might have rendered a plainer translation to this,
but it is sufficiently plain to suit my purpose as it
stands. It is sufficient to know, in this case, that the
earth will be smitten with a curse unless there is a
welding link of some kind or other between the fathers and
the cbildren, upon some subject· or other--and behold what
is that subject? It is the baptism. for the d.ee.d. For
we without them cannot be made perfect; neither can they
without us.be made perfect. Neither can they nor we be
made perfect without those who have died in the gospel
also; for it is necessary in the ushering in of the dispensation of the fuln~ss of times, which dispensation is
no• beginning to usher in, that a whole and complete and
perfect union, and welding together of dispensations, and
keys, and powers, and glories should take place, and _be
revealed from the days of Adam even to the present time. 41
The Mormon Ohurch believes the preaching in the spirit
world is accompanied by the ordinance of baptism here on earth.
41 The Doctrine and Covenants, 128:17,18.
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Their reason for this is .twofold:

first, baptism is essential

to salvation; second, those in thespirit world are not able
to be baptized.
You may ask if they are baptized there? No. Can they
have hands laid upon them :tor the gi:tt of the Holy Ghost?
No. None of the outward ordinances that pertain to the
flesh are administered there, but the light, glory, and
power~ of the Holy Ghost are enjoyed just as freely as
upon this earth; and there are laws which govern od
control the spirit world, and to which they are subject.42
This baptism is performed by proxy.

The man

~is

ordained and

receives his washings, anointinga, and endowments for the
male portion of his and his wife's progenitors, and his wife
for the female portion.tt43

In order for a member of the Mormon

Church to know his ancestors and be led as to whom he should
be baptized for, the following advice is given:
You will enter into the temple Of the Lord and begin
to offer up ordinances before the Lord for your dead.
Says this or that man, I want to save such a person·-I
want to save my father; and he straightway goes forth in
the ordinance of baptism, and is confirmed, and washed,
and anointed, and ordained to the blessings of the holy
Priesthood tor his ancestors? Bef9re his work is finished,
a great many of the Elders of Israel in Mount Zion will
become pillars in the temple of God, to go no more out.
They will eat and drink and sleep there; and they will .
often have occasion to say, 'Somebody c8me to the temple
last night; we did not lalow who he was, but he was no
doubt a brother, and told us a great many things we did
not before understand. He gave .us the names of a great
many of our forefathers that are not on record, od he
42 Widtsot:t, o~. ,ill... , .p .. 609, citing .Journal of Discourses, 2:138.
·
43 Ibid., pp. 620,621, 3:372.

gave me my true lineage and the names of my
for hundreds of years back • • • • '44

~orefathers

Baptism for the dee.d must be administered in a Mormon
Temp~e.

No other place will suffice.

For there is not a place found on the earth that he
[OhristJ may come to and restore again that which was
lost unto you, or which he hath.taken away, even the
fuln.ess of the priesthood. For a baptismal font there
is not upon the earth, that they, my saints, ma:y be
baptized f'or those who are dead--For this ordinance belongeth to my house, • • • 45
The Mormon Church further teaches that those in the
spirit world cannot be forced to accept Christ even though
the ordinances are performed in.this life.

The spirits must

exercise their free moral agency.
A.s has been suggested; the Mormon Church believes
numerous saints are in the spirit world preaching.

They be-

lieve J'oseph Smith led in this great movement (of preaching
the Gospel to the spirit world) in this latter day.
The prophet J'oseph Smith held the keys of this dispensation on this side of the veil, and he will hold them
throughout the countless ages of eternity. He went into
the spirit wor~d to unlock the prison doors and to preach
the gospel to the millions of spirits who are in darkness,
and every apostle, evert seventy, every elder, etc., who
has died in the faith, as soon as he passes to the other
side of the veil, enters into the work of the ministry,
44 Ibid., pp. 6~7-628, 6:294-295.
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and there is a thousand times more to preach there than
there is here.46
Wilford Woodruff stated that if one could see beyond the veil
of death, he would no doubt hear the pleas of saints to come
and help •
.I have felt of late as if our brethren on the other
side of the veil had held a council, and that they had
said to this one, and that one, 'Cease thy work on earth,
come hence, we need help,' and they have called this man
and that man. .It has appeared so to me in seeing the
many men who have been called from our midst latelyo47

If God has made provision for the .dead, the question
arises as to the nature of hell and punishment for those who
reject all opportunities.

!fhe Mormon Church teaches that

there is a place provided for those who reject all opportunities in this life and the life to come, and that their
punishment will be just but not eternal except for those who
deliberately sin against the Holy Ghost, thereby committing
the unpardonable sin.

"It is written that 'all manner of

sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men' who receive me
and repent; 'but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost, it
shall not be forgiven unto men."48 Those who commit the
unpardonable sin become an angel to the devil and are forever

46 Homer G. Durham, arranged and edited by, The Discourses of Wilford Woodru:tr (Utah: The Bookcraft Co., 1:'946),
p. 7'7, ciTing Journal 4 of tHscourses, 22:333-334, October 8, 1881.
.

-

47 ~· 2-ll·
48 Joseph F.. Smith, G.os.,Eel Doctrine Sermons and Writings
(eighth edition; Utah: Deseret Book Company, 1949):-p. 15.
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Mormonism believes the duration of punishment for

those who have not committed the unpardonable sin is determined
only by God.
How long the damned remain in hell,. I know not, nor
what degree of suffering they endure. If we could by
any means compute how much wickedness they are guilty of,
it might be possible to ascertain the amount of suffering they will receive. '!'hey will receive according as
their deeds have been while i:n the body. God's punishment
is eternal, but that does not prove that a wicked person
will remain eternally in a state of pun1shment.50
.. .. • Every soa and daughter of Adam, except the sons
of perdition, who will be cast into hell. Others will
suffer the .wrath of God--will suffer all the Lord can
demand at their hands, or justice can require of them; and
when they have suffered the wrath of God till the utmost
farthing is paid, they will be brought out of prison.
Is this dangerous doctrine to preach? Some consider it
dangerous; but it is true that every person who does not
sin away the day of grace, and become an angel to the
Devil, will be brought forth to inherit a kingdom of
glory.51
It seems that this punishment is meted out only after ample
opportunity is given, in the spirit world to repent.

After

the sentence has been served, Mormonism believes they will
be given another opportunity to repent.

They maintain that

it is quite probable that all will accept Christ after enduring their punishment.
Great value is placed by the Mormon Church upon the
restoration of "the doo1Jrine of a chance" beyond this world.
49 Widtsoe, ~· cit., p. 121, citing Journal of~
courses,. 3:93.
50 Ibid.,. p. 586, 9:14'1.
51~., p. 584-585, 8:154.

In the Utah Genealogical and Historical Magazine, the following phrase was given as to the value o:f' this teaching:
GENEALOGICAL WORK. I am myself a firm believer that
more people have been interested in the gospel on account
of the restoration again to the Church of the work for
the dead than through almost any other single thing. I
know of a great many converts I have met who had no
interest in the Church until the doctrine of redemption
for the dead was taught to them.52
Besult11 of llalvation.

Special attention needed to be

given to the Mormon teaching concerning the results of salvation.

Though some have been suggested previously, a grouping

of them will be helpful.

First, attention was given to the

universal aspect of the atonement.

When Christ died upon

the cross he provided universal forgiveness from Adam's transgression.
'We believe that through the sufferings, death, and
atonement of Jesus Christ all mankind, without one
exception, are to be completely and fully redeemed, both
body and spirit, from the endless banishment and curse
to wh~§~ they were consigned by Adam's transgression;
• • •
Hence came the saying abroad among the people, ~hat
the Son of God hath•atoned for original guilt, wherein
the sins of the parents cannot be answered upon the
heads of the children, for they are whole from the
foundation of the world.54
52 Joseph F. Smith, ££• cit., p.
, citing~ Utah
Genealogical §nd Historical Magazine, 23:9.
53 Talmage, .2.E.• cit., p. 477, oi ting Aposrtle Orson
Pratt in Remarkable Visions.
54 The Pearl ~Great Price, Moses 5:54.
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Primarily,

Mormoni~

believes the death of Christ

atoned for the sin of Adam and that our individual sins were
not atoned for in the same manner.

That is, we must cooperate

with God in order to be forgiven :for our sins.

This calls

for individual effort.
'Now that the blessing of redemption from individual
sins, while free for all to attain, is nevertheless
conditioned on individual effort, is as plainly declared
as is the truth of unconditional redemption from the
effects of the fall'55
Man must comply with the commandments of God56 through personal effort in order

be f.orgi ven for personal sins.

The Mormon Church further teaches that man has that
within himself which needs only to be awakened and that when
this inner something is awakened it provides a basis for
progressive salvation.

•· • • • Salvation [involves] two

things, the awakening of the God -- ideal in man, and the
progressive evolution of that ideal under the fostering power
of grace.•57
2:8,9.)

(This quotation was in reference to Ephesians

The Mormon Church has spoken against the view of

justification by faith alone.

., 'The sectarian dogma of

55 Jan Karel Van Baalen, The Chaos of Cults (Michigan:
Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1946) 1 p. 135, citing comment
on Doctrine ~ Covenants, p. 92 by Talmage.
56 See ~ ~ ot Mormon, I Nephi 22:31.
57 Nels L. Nelson, Scientific Aspects of Mormonism
(New York: G. P. Putnam•s Sons, Bltl4), p. Iar.
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justification by faith alone has exercised an. influence for
evil since the early days of Ohristianity.•~58
Another benefit of salvation is the resurrection.
ttNow, verily I say unto you, that through the redemption whieh
is made for you. is brought to pass the resurrection from the
dead.tt59

A description of the two resurrections, as taught

by the Mormon Church, is described in the following;
'rhe Nephites believed in two resurrections: the
resurrection of the just, called a first resurrection,
and a resurrection of the unjust. They believed that
those who diad before the resurrection of Ghrist. in
ignorance of him, would come forth in the first resurrection •
• • • little children who die, also come forth in the
firllt resurrecticzu1 •
• • • all who believed in the words of the prophets.
or all those who have kept the commandments of God,
shall come forth in the first resurrection.
• • • most just men and those who know no law, who
live after Christ's resurrection are also included in
the first resurrection.60
Perhaps the greatest blessing of salvation is the
exalted position to which the redeemed shall rise.

Thia

benefit is a significant doctrine and.,the author has oonaidered
it wise to quote extensively from Mormon writera and from
Mormon scripture••
58 Van Baalen, .Ql?..• cit., p. 136, citing Talmage from.
Mediation and Atonement, p. 120.
,

. .

~

59 ~.Doctrine .!!!9:. Oovel).ants, 88:14.
60 Sidney B. Sperry, Themes of the Restored Gospel
(Utah: Bookcra.ft Publishing Oo., 195'0T-;-p. 108,109, refers
to ~ Dootr.ine .!!.4. Covenants, 45:54; 132:19,26.
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• • • ~hey shall be heirs of God and joint heirs with
Jesus Christ. ihat is it? To inherit the same power,
the same glory and the same exaltation, until you arrive
at the station of a God, and aseen4 the throne of eternal
power, the same as those Who have gone before. What did
Jesus do? Why; I do the things I saw my Father do when
worlds came rolling into existence. lfy Father ~rked out
his kingdom with fear and trembling, and I m.ust do the
same; and when I get my kingdom, I shall present it to
my Father, so that he may obtain kingdom upon kingdom,
and 1t will exalt him in glory. Be will then take a
higher exaltation, <and I will take his place, and thereby
become exalted myself.. So that Jesus treads in the tracks
of his Father, and inherits what God did before; and God
is thus glorified ad exalted in the salvation and
exaltation of all his children. It is plain beyond disputation, and you thus learn some of the first principles
of the Gospel, about which so much hath been said.6l
'~hey

are they who are the church of the Firstborn • • •

Wherefore, as it is written, they are gods, even the sons of
God . . . . tt62
The man who passes through this probation, and is
faithful, being redeemed from sin by the blood of Christ,
through the ordinances of the gospel, and attains to
exaltation in the kingdom of God, is not less but greater
than the angels, and if you doubt it, read your Bible,
for there it is written that the Saints shall tjudge
angela', and also they shall 'judge the world.' And why?
Because the resurrected, righteous man has progressed
beyond the pre-existent or disembodied 4iPirits, and has
risen above them, having both spirit
body as Christ
has, having gained the victory over death and the grave,
and having power over sin ana. Satan; in fact, having
passed from the condition of the angels to that of a God.
He possesses keys of power, dominion and glory that the
angel does not possess--and cannot possess without gaining
them in the same way that he gained them, which will be
61 Joseph F •.Smith, Teaehin~s .21 the Pro~het Jose;eh .
Smith (fifth edition; Utah: ~e ~eseret"lfewsress, 1§3l3) ~
P• 347,348.
62 ~he Doctrine and Covenants, 76:54,58.

9?

by passing through the same ordeals and proving equally
faithful. It was so ordained when ,the morning stars
sang together, .before the foundations of this earth were
laid. Man in his pre-existent condition is not perfect,
neither is he in the disembodied estate. There is no
perfeot estate but that of the risen Redeemer, which is
God's estate, and no man can become perfect except he
become like the Gods. And what are they like? I have
shown what Christ is like, and he is like his Father,
but I will refer to an undoubted authority to this people,
on this point: 'The Father has a body of flesh and bones
as tangible as man's; the Son also; but the Holy Ghost
has not a body of flesh and bones, but is a personage of
Spirt t, were it not so, the H.oly Ghost could not dwell
in us,' (Doctrine and Covenants 130}. There is not time
to refer to the many scriptural passages. which might be
cited in proof of these important facts• enough already
have been referred to, to place the matter beyond a
doubt. 55
Benefits of salvation administered
authority.

throu~h

proEer

All that has been said in this chapter regarding

the provision and benefits of salvation are not effective,
according to Mormon teaching, unless related to their priesthood.

This priesthood was described and its history related

in the second chapter.54

Briefly, the priesthood is composed

of two groups, the Aaronic {lesser priesthood) and Melchizedek
(greater priesthood}.

The Malohizedek priesthood must operate

before any spiritual blessing may be received.
The Melchizedek Priesthood holds the right of the
presidency, and has power and authority over all the
63 Joseph F. Sm1 th, Gosr~el... Doctrine Sermons and Wri tinsa,
op. cit., p. 18,19, citing ! OOr!nthiana 5:3 and Doctrine
and Covenanta, 130.

64 See Cbapter II, page 17.

offices in the Church.

This priesthood holds the keys of

ill~ S!firitual blessinss of the Church [italics not in

originalJ·and gives the privilege of receiving the
mysteries of the kingdom of heaven• of having the heavens
opened, and of enjoying the communion and presence of God
the .Father and Jesus the Ohrist. The Aaronie Priesthood
has power to administer the outward ordinances of the
gospel. 55

The imperative necessity of the priesthood to salvation is
stated by the Doctrine and Covenants:
Therefore, in the ordinances thereof, the power of
godliness is manifest.
And without the ordinances thereof, and the authority
of the priesthood, the power of godliness is not manifest
unto men in the flesh; For without this no man can see
the face of God, even the Father, and livel36
again, I say unto you, that whosoever ye shall send
in my name, by the voice of your brethren, the Twelve,
duly recommended and authorized by you, shall have power
to open the door of my kingdom unto any nat.ion whithersoever ye shall send them. • • 67
Joseph Smith emphatically taught that this priesthood
was in existence before the foundation of the world.

Therefore,

it has always been essential to salvation.
I.et·me say to this congregation that our heavenly
Father performs all his works--the creation of worlds, the
redemption of worlds--by the power of the eternal priesthood. And no man on earth, from the days of father Adam
to the present time, has ever he.d power to administer in
any of the ordinances of life and salvation only by the

65 Sperry, 2£•
ants, 107:14,18,19.

!11••

p. 49, citing Doctrine and Coven-

66 The Doctrine and Covenants, 84:20-22.

-

67 Ibid., 112:21.
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power of the Holy Priesthood. You will find this to be
the case in the whole history of the prophets of God.68
• • • Everything that God has caused to be done for
the salvation of man, from the coming of man upon the
earth to the redemption of the world, has been and will
be by virtue of the everlasting priesthood.69
Another approach made by the Mormon Church, in relation
to the priesthood, is that the kingdom of God must exist
before salvation may be administered.

This kingdol!l of God

is constituted where and only where the priesthood is functioning.
Now I will give my testimony. I care not for man. I
speak boldly and faithfully and with authority. How is
it with the kingdom of God? Where did the kingdom of
God begin? Where there is no kingdom of God there is no
salvation. What constitutes the kingdom of God? Where
there is a prophet, a priest, or a righteous man unto
whom God gives His oracles, there is the kingdom of God;
and where the oracles of God are not, there the kingdom
of God is not.70
Conservative Protestantism does not make any claims to
the priesthood as described by the Mormon Church.

Therefore,

according to Mormon belief, Conservative Protestantism could
never be instrumental in leading men to Christ.
68 Durham, £I!.• cit., p. 68, citing Journal of Discourses,
24:242-3, July 20, 188~
69 Ibid., p. 64, citing The Latter-da~ Saints' Millennia! Star,-o!T657 (1889).
70 Joseph F. Smith, Teachings of the Prophet Joseph
Smith, op. cit., p. 271,272.
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'Respecting the Melchizedek Priesthood, the sectarian
world never professed to have it, consequently they never
could save any one and would all be damned together. The
sectarian world are going to hell by hundreds, by thousands and by millions.•7L

71 William Earl La Rue and Alfred Williams Anthony,
Foundations .2£. Mormonism (New York: Ward and Drumm.on,
188?), p. 45, citing Millennial Star, Vol.
, p. 54.
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VI

COMPARISON AND CONTRAST
Severa~

basic doctrines of the Mormon Church have been

set .forth in the preceding (four} chapters.

Though the

presentation has been brief, it is sincerely hoped that the
reader

be able to ascertain the essential principles

which this religious system is built.
study

The remainder

to a chapter on comparison and

a chapter on conclusions.

this
•

In this chapter the doctrines

of Conservative Protestantism are compared and

with

the doctrines of Mormonism.
I.

Method of

~::rocedure.

COMPARISON
The doctrines of Conservative

Protestantism are presented for comparison in the following
manner:

first, the doctrines of revelation and inspiration;

second, the trinity including the doctrines of God, Christ,
and the Holy Spirit; third, the doctrines of creation and
the fall; fourth, the doctrine
The doctrines of revelation

salvation.
~

tion may be defined in a broad sense as

inspiration.
~• • •

Revela-

avery mani-

festation of God to the consciousness of' man, whether through
nature and the course of human history, or through the higher
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disclosur~s of the Incarnate Word and the Holy Scriptures .• nl

The above definition suggests two formal divisions which will
be used in this disoussion:

tirst, general revelation which

includes nature and events in history; and second, special
revelation referring to the redemptive work of God as recorded
in the Holy Bible.
The first phase of general revelation is natura.

By

the usa of this term, attention is directed to the disclosures

ot God through the physical universe apart from man.

The

Bible maintains that nature reveals God in this manner.
The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handywork. Day unto day uttereth speech,
and night unto night shaweth knowledge. There is no
speech nor language, where their vo
is not heard.
Their line is gone out through2 all the earth, and their
words to the end of the world.
Turning to revelation through history, the following
statement by H. Orton Wiley provides a descriptive account of
God's influence in history •
• • • There is an inner directing presence in history
and an authoritative will above it which direots all. to
an expressed goal, a fullness of time. This goal is the
coming of the Word made flesh, the Incarnate Bon of God
standing out on the p1ane or human history as God manifested in the flesh. In the light of this historical
fact, we are able to look
through the pages of history
and recognize
s in
s events;
we are able to
l H. Orton Wileyt Christian Theolog~
Beacon Hill Press, l949J, !, 125.
2 Psalms 19:1-4.
•

also, Romans 1:

(Missouri:
Acts 17:

read the words of·the prophets and see their predictions
fulfilled • • • • As the cent~&l point of all history, He
haa had hia impress upon it.~
Having presented general revelation in its two aspects,
the next consideration is that

special revelation.

In

order to adequately understand special revelation, one mcurt
consider the relation of man to God bef'ore and after the fall.
Prior to the fall the Lord God had been present with sinless
man in such a way that they had direct communion one with
another.4

This intimate association was broken by the fall

and special. revelation became necessary if man. was to be
rescued from sin, and restored to fellowship and communion
with his creator.

The Bible is that special. revelation and

is God's way of disclosing himself and his plan of redemption
to man.

This revelation provides what man could not under-

stand {ot God) through nature and history.
Christ is presented in the Bible as the central figure
of revelation.

He is the perfect menifestation of God.

It

should be noted that W.Ue does not so much make a revelation
of God [as was done in the

Testament] as Himself is a

revelation of God; • • • ft5

The prophets, priests and kings

3 Wiley,~· cit., I, 133.
4 Genesis 3:8.
5 dames Orr, general

Bible Encfelo~aedia. (Michigan:
Co., 1947 , I , 2580.

tor, The International Standard
Wm.~ lerdmans Publishing
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of the Old Testament with t"hei:r offices alld duties are
fulfille<i in Ohrist.

ttm

0-hrist, all the prophets with

ir

lamps, all the priests with their altars aDd sacrifices, and
all their kings with their thrones and scepters, are lost in
Him who is Prophet, Priest, and King.~5

Christ is therefore,

the perfect and complete revelation_of God.
Inspiration.

The word inspiration means literally the

ftbreathing of God" or "breathing into" and signifies 'that
extra -- ordinary agency of the Holy

irit upon the mind in

consequence of which the person who partakes of it is enabled
to embrace and communicate the truth of God without error,
infirmity, or defect.•?

When the Holy Bible was written the

Holy Spirit operated upon the. hearts and minds of the writers
preparing their minds for the reception of truth,B and
enabling them to communicate this truth without error.

Careful

reading of the Bible will indicate that personal characteristics of the writer are present.

The Bible was not mertt

dictation, but rather, "the sacred writers were given extraordinary aid without any interference with their personal
characteristics • • • • a9

The character of these writers is

6 Wiley, ££• ~., I, 137.
7

~.,

I, 167,168, citing Dr. Hannah.

B See II Timothy. 3:16.
9 Wiley, ££• cit., I, 176,177.
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giveu in II :Peter 1:21.

n• ••

Holy men of God spake as they

were moved by the Holy Ghost.B
The position maintained in the Mormon Church is that
the Bible is polluted and an inadequate guide to :faith and
praotioe.

ConserYative Protestantism believes in the inte-

grity and genuiness of the Bible.
by the following observatioas:

This position is presented

Conservative Protestantism

believes in the uncorrupted preaerYation of the Bible.
placed

hiE~

Christ

approval upon the 01d Testament as it was preserved

in his day and there is no evidence that it ha.s been changed
exeept tor an omission of an article or the insertion of a
marginal note, which in no instance efteots the essential
teachings•

Regarding the

~ew

Testament, we have the following

statement:
• • • Eminent scholars [Nestle • Til:lohendort, ~Ieiss,
Westcott, and Hortl have e:xp:r.essed the opinion that there
is no doubt that we have the text of that New Testament
as it oame from the hands of the original writers, in
g.gg words out of every thousand, and that the. ?One o11t of
every tho11sand about which there .is still doubt, .in no
instanet.affects the meaning of any vital doctrine of the
Church. 0
Further, Conservative Protestantism bel'-eves in the.
genuineness (validity of authorship} of the Bible.

The author-

ship of the Old Testament is validated by the approval of
10 A. R. Fausset, Bible Cyclopaedia
&. Wagnalls Company, 1892), P• 20!3.

(New York:

Funk
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Chriat.ll Regarding the New Testament, it may be observed
that
• • • we can trace the text back to the second century
within a generation of the time when the apostles were
living • • • • The taet that at this early date there was
no question tQ·the mind of' anyone as to the writers or
the books the'QJJielves, is one of' the strongest proof's that
the books were written by the men who are said to have
written them.ll
Another important teaching of the :Mormon Ohurch, which
is contrary to Conservative

~otestantiam,

comes only through the priesthood.

is that revelation

They claim that the

correct interpretation of scripture rests in the hands of' this
restored priesthood.

To present a comparison ot Conservative

Pro1iestantism to this position, the au1ihor finds it necessary
to state first the duration of' the three distinct laws in the
Old Testament, namely; civil, ceremonial, and moral.
The civil portions of' the Law belonged to Israel as a
nation. Since Christianity was regarded as a religion
of universal import, these civil restrictions could not
possibly be binding upon~the Church • • • for in Christ
thtttec is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor
free, there is ne~er-iale nor f'emale;-ror ~ are-irl--'O"i'El"ia OhrisrJesua (Gar::-3:'!8T [ltallcsii" origlnaW.
-;-;:-Likewise, also, the ceremonial rites found their
offices in the proper instruction of those Who observed
them. They admittedly pointed forward to Christ as their
perf'ec1i fulfilment. Hence S1i. Paul argues tha1i when we
were children, were in bondage under the elements-of the
iOFid; but wiien'"""'iiii tUlness of' the 1iiii"Was come, Godsent fort'il his Son, made of aw'Oliiin, D'J.ade un~theTaw,
'to. redeem 'them that iiri undir the law, that .!!!. 'ii£'iht
ll See John 7:19; Luke 24:44-45; John 5:39.
18 Fausset, .2!.• .!!.!!· , p. 207.
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receive the ado!tion of ~ (Gal. 4:3-1}. Wherefore~
schoolmaster l£ brins ~ ~ Christ, that ~
misht be justified ~ faith. BUt attar that ralth-rscome,
are no lo~er under a-sQhoolmas~{Gai. 3:24,25)
[i taliCi in ongin ~1.
As respects the moral law, Christ did not abolish it,
but declared his intention ·to deepen and vitalize it. And
this He did because as such, the moral law is God's will
for all men, and not necessarily entangled with the
accidents of religious ceremoniet~~ or civil obligations.
It belongs to the nature of man--is the law of His true
being and could not be abrogated without the destruction
of human in its higher spiritual aspects.l3
law~.~

we

~he

Priesthood.

next point is in relation to the Melchizedek
Conservative Protestantism believes that Christ

alone is .after the order of Melchizedek, and that tmis priesthood is not transferable.

•'Christ's priesthood, which is

after the order of Melchizedek, does 'not pass from one to
another' {Hebrews 7:24 • • • }, for 'He ever liveth', not needing • • • to transmit the priesthood to successors.•l4
Another teaching of the Mormon Church, is that revelation is the rock upon which the church is built.

Th~y

conclude

from this position that continuous revelation is necessary
for the existence of the church.
is found in Matthew 16:13-19.

Their basis for this belief

Conservative Protestantism

does not believe revelation to be the rock, but rather that
Christ is the rock upon whom the church is built.

This

position is stated in the following exegesis of Matthew 16:13-19:

13 Wiley, £2•

£11.,

I, 205.

14 Fausset, .Q.E.• .ill·, p. 581.
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To understand who is '"The Rocktt we must go back to Peter's
statement ffifhou art the Christ".

In saying this Peter had in

mind
• • • the FUlfiller of all the expectations of the Hebrew
people • • • • One who should merge in His own personality
the great offices of Priest and King.
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
To Peter, then, the Son of man was seen as the Messiah,
the Administrator of the will and way of God, as the
Son, bearing unique relationship to God, and the living
God as the ultimate faet.
It is to that ultimate fact that the definite reference
was undoubtedly made, when our Lord said: 'Upon this
Rook I will build My Chureh.'l5
It' we trace tbe figurative use of the word tt:Roek" throughout
the Hebrew Scripture, we discover that it is always symbolical
of God.

The Hoek therefore is the living God.
The trinitz

Spirit.

~

doctrines of God, Christ,

~the

Hol::

To adequately present the yrue Christian concept of

the doctrine of God, one must

begi~

with the trinity.

The

trinitarian belief immediately sets off the Christian view
of God from all others.

It is therefore, unique and has no

parallel either in the history of religion or philosophy.
There have been many groups outside the Hebrew Christian tradition that have posited a personal God, but in these systems
there has been either one or many.

This problem of one or

many gods has been resolved in the trinity which teaches a

15 G. Campbell Morgan, Peter and the Church
neming H. Revell Company, 1936), J>p:--i'5-;T6.

(New York:
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monotheism {one God) and also teaches three divine persons
within the trinity (which denies plurality of Gods).
Proof for the trinity must come essentially through
revelation.

The fact that there are three persona within

the divine essence and yet there is one God cannot be explained
through reason alone.

This does not mean that the trinity is

irrational, but it does mean that there is a mystery of Godliness which does not have a duplicate in this world.
ture does teach unity and triunity within the Godhead.

ScripIn

the Old 'restameat we have references to the unity of' God.

•·I

am the first, and I am the last, and beside me there is no
God• {Isaiah 44:6).

"Hear, 0 Israel; The Lord our God is one

Lord"' {Mark 12:29).

In the Hew Testament we have clear

references to the trinity.

"'Go, ye therefore, and teach all

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost• (Matthew 28:19).

•The grace of

the Lord Jesus Christ,· and the love of' God, and the commtu'lion
of the Holy Ghost, be with you all.

Amen tt (II Corinthians

13: 14).

It is necessary to turn to the New Testament :tor the
most complete disclosure of the Trinity.
is two-i'old.

The reason for this

First, it is in the mystery of' the incarnation

that this truth comes into clear vision.

Christ, the second

person of the Trinity, unveiled God in a marvelous way through
his earthly mission.

•For God, who commanded the light to
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ahine out of darkness, hath l!:lhined in our hearts, to give
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face:
of .Tesus Ohristtt (II Oorinthians 4:5}.

Christ declared him-

self to be God co-.equal wi tb. the Father.

T.he Sl3oond reason

is that the Holy Spirit was not fully manifested as the third
person of the Trinity until after Pentecost.

In the Old

Testament, the Spirit is mentioned in relation to God by such
phrases as

~his

spirit~.

But Pentecost marks the time when

the third person of the trinity comes in his full representation and glory.

This completes the revelation of the trinity.

Carl Henry made the following statement concerning this revelation of the Father, Son, and Spirit.

ttAs God is not known

clearly in His Father-Son identity until the incarnation, so
He is not known clearly in His spirit identity until Fentecost.ttl6
The relationship of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
within the Trinity is important.

The terms Father end Son

are personal distincti.ons within the divine nature, and so
are the terms Father and the Spirit.

The way we most clearly

know the relationship within the trinity is through the
missions undertaken in the divine economy.
the Son to provide redemption.

The Father sent

The Son sent the Spirit to

administer the redemption provided by Christ.
16 Henry, ~· oit., p. 117.

These names do

111

not refer to a natural relation of father, son but are rather
accommodating terms.

Likewise the Holy Spirit does not mean

that it only is Spirit (all persons of the trinity are spirit)
bu"l; rather refers to the
~

the Father.

offi~e

of making men holy. ,

To formulate a definition one must

establish certain limits; this is the meaning of definitiono
It may be seen therefore, that the human mind can never define
God who is unlimited.
infinite.

Only the infinite can comprehend the

God is represented in the Bible as "• •• dwelling

in the light which no man can approach unto; whom no man hath
seen, nor can see • • • •'t (I Timothy 6:16).

The nearest

approach to a definition of God is found in Exodus·3:14:
I}~

THAT .I AM •• •"

ft

•

This reference asserts His existence

without attempting to prove it and further declares that His
essence can only be known by Himself.
Evid.ence on every hand indicates that man has sought
God in his

d~rkened

sinful condition, but the result has been

pagan religion inconsistent and out of harmony with what God
really is.

Therefore, it is observed that man cannot seek

and f'ind God, but rather God must seek and :rind man.
He has done through special revelation.

This

What we know of God

in his essential nature has come through the revealed Word
(Bible) and reached its clearest manifestation in Christ.

•

•
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Turning to a consideration of the nature of God, it
should be observed that He is essentially Spirit.
Spirit:

and

~God

is a

they that worship him must worship him in spirit
Corinthians 3:17).

that God is not confined to a temporal body.
material in any form.

This means

He is not

He is rather distinct from nature (

i-

present} being its author and governor.
God is also perfect.
He is

~•a

He is in no sease progressing.

Being or nature of infinite perfection; • • • upon

which all things else depend, and by

ioh all things are

rfect, complete,
or variability.

He is the same

free from limit

yes~erday,

today, and forever.

The nature of God may also be viewed as Holy This is the basis of His moral attributes.

love~

He is holy, and

therefore righteous and just.
merciful a;nd longsuffering.
Christ.
He

Christ is God, the second

trinity.

majesty with

co-equal in glory,

the incarnation and

When Christ entered this

partook of human nature, we witnessed the manifestation of
God in the flesh.

The nature of His birth is a cardinal doe-

trine of the Christian

ith.

If one denies the virgin birth,

17 Benjamin Field, Handbook of Christian Theolo~
{London: Hodder and Stoughton, 18eiT, p. 1, e1ting :Sis op
Pearson On the Creed, Article 1.

--
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he must deny the

God~man,

and in turn must deny the effective-

ness ot the plan of salvation.
was born of the Virgin Mary.

The Bible teaehea that Ohrist
Be had no earthly father.

Rather, he was conceived by the Holy Spirit.

"· • • that

which is conceived in her [Christ] is of the Holy Ghost•t
(Matthew 1:20).

"'And the angel answered and

unto her,

the Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the
Highest shall overshadow thee:

therefore also that holy thing

which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God"
(Luke 1: 35} •
The distinction should be made that Ohrist has two
natures and one person.
follows:

These two natures are divided as

first, human nature; and second, divine nature.

The manhood of Christ was in every respect like ours
except he was born free from. depravity.

". • .. Our Lord.' s

human nature was assumed under conditions which properly
to man, and underwent a process of development in common with
other men, sin only excepted.nl8

Scripture teaches that Christ

had a human body {John 12:27; Matthew 11:29) and a soul
(Matthew 25:38; Luke 10:21).
Also, Christ had a divine nature, he was deity.

As

God he claimed for himself divine attributes (John 8:58;
Matthew 28:20; 11:27; 18:20}.

He also'claimed the power to

18 Wiley, ££• cit., II, 175.
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forgive sins (Matthew 9:2-6; Mark 2:5-12),.

This provided a

great stumbling block to the Jewa tor in claiming to forgive
sins he was assuming a prerogative of God.

Ohri.st also

accepted worship (Matthew 14:32), and claimed to be the final
judge of all men (

thew 7 :21·23).

One outstanding credential

used by Christ as proof of his deity was the performance of
miracles.
Though Christ had two natures, he had but one person ..
He was not a mixture of two personalities.

The incarnation

was a union of a divine person with human nature and not with
a human person.

Pe.rhaps this union can be more clearly under-

stood by comparing it with the person and nature
~rn

man.

man, one person subsists in two natures -- one immaterial

or spiritual, the other material or physical.

In Christ • • •

the one person subsisted in two natures -- the divine and the
human; • • • ttl9
The assumption of human nature by Christ was a permanent
condensation.

He will possess his glorified body thoughout

eternity.
Holz Spirit.
the trinity.
and Christ.

19

The Holy Spirit is the third person of

He is eo-equal and co-eternal with God the Father
ft'!'he name of God, His attributes, His works and

~.,

II, 183.

115
~he

His worship are all applied to the Holy Spirit.n20

Holy

Spirit is a person just as the Father and the Son, and has
all t.he attributes af the Father

Son, including omnipresence.

As was suggested in the study of the trinity, there
has been a progressive revelation of the

it to the

church, which revelation was made full

cost.

~he

Spirit
• • • could. not come as the administrator of Christ's
atoning work until His earthly ministry was completed.
Hence the Holy Spirit could not be fully revealed until
after the death, resurrection and glorification of

•

While the full dispensation of the Holy Spirit did not begin
until Pentecost, the Spirit Himself, as the third person was
operative from the beginning both in ere

ion and providence.

Also, the Holy Spirit has functioned in the c
revealing the will

God to man.

city of

also have evidence in

the Old Testament of persons being clothed with the
ta.sks,.

especially to accomplish
The offices of the Holy
gift of God and the giver

irit are twofold.
•

is

He is the

gift of the

glorified Christ to the church, and abides within it as a
ore at

and energizing

20 Ibid. t I,
21 Ibid., II,

soz.

!:!U:!·' II,

315.

-

22

5.

sence. tt22

the gift, He provides

21

116

the fruits of the Spirit in the Christ

ts life (Galatians

in reference to character.

5::22,23) ..

the giver

of gifts, he provides endowments for special vocations
(I Corinthians
the "'Holy

conclusi6D,

:8-10}.

irit iS DOW

agent of both the

, in whom they hold residence {John 14:
whom men have access to
~

}, and through

God.~23

doctrines of creation and the

work of

who has

!ill•

on is

thin himself all the

essential to speaking worlds into existence..
necessary that God create for he is perfect
Himself.

and

It was
complete in

act which took nothing

Creation was a

his essential nature and added nothing to it.
The purpose for creation may be seen first in that it
God.

reveals the ;lory, beauty, and orderliness
sses Godts

creation
being.

Also,

sire for tellawship with a created
the

The perfect fellowship

trini~,

bound in love,

desired to express this intimate relation with a moral being.
This essentially was the purpose for creating man.
acts

Before proceeding to
be taken to note that mat
assume, is not eternal.

23 Ibid., II, 516.

-

,

in

The Old

creation, care should
form

might

Testament nowhere

11'7

admits of this pagan

ialistic concept.

word~

used in Genesis 1:1 has the meaning to create out
existence.

(This is the most highly favored use of

among Hebrew scholars).

The Mormon Church teaches that there

has been an eternal progression
be

non-

reformed by God).

is no original cause.

Th

God

and matter (through

belief must conclude that there

But this

• • • hypothesis involves a manifest contradiction;
inasmuch as,
ile each being or existence in the series
is supposed to be caused by that which proceeded it, the
whole series together
caused by nothing • • • [this
is only) going back with the difficulty. It offers no
explanation of original existence.24
inst the pagan materialistic concept of Mormonism, the
sition is that God is the f

Christian

t cause.

He

underived, independent, arid the cause of all creation.
The acts of creation were affected by the
and Holy
active.

irit.
H~~ile

That is to say

1 these were present and

creation originates in the love of God and
11, the Scriptures specifi-

is made effective by the divine

cally state that in this work both the
associated with the father.
8:6 that

~to

, Son,

and the Spirit are

. Hence, we read in I Corinthians

us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are

all things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom
24 Field, ~· ~., p. 2,

25 .Wiley, .2.1?.• cit., I, 446.
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are all things, and we by him.•

The Scriptures also record

that the Spirit moved upon the waters (Genesis 1:2), that is,
**brooded over the waters in the sense of bringing order and
beauty out of chaos.•26
The acts of creation are recorded in Genesis 1.

There

are three specific levels, namely, material substance (Genesis

1:1), animal life (Genesis 1:21), and spirit or personality
(Genesis 1:27).

Each time these three levels of creation are

mentioned the Hebrew word bara oceurs.27

Other places in

Genesis one the words yestar and asah appear and is translated
make.

In none of these instances, where the word bara occurs,

is an attempt made at proof that God created, it is merely a
stated fact.

The proof rests upon the nature of God and faith.

"Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by
the word of God, • • • ** (Hebrews 11:3).
Man is the crovming creation of God.

adapted to meet his needs.

The earth was

Herein we see that the garden of

Eden as the most perfect environment for man.

The account of

man's creation is recorded in Genesis 1:27 and 2:7.

The first

reference is anticipatory and the second is actual.
26 Loe • .£!!•
27 Ibid., I, 458,459, citing Adam Clark as follows:
ft'The rabbins, who are the legitimate judges in a ease of
verbal criticism of their own language, are unamimous in
asserting that the word bara [italics in original] expresses
commencement of the existence of a thing.••
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Man is created both material and immaterial or body
and spirit.

The immaterial

be considered in its Godward

and manward aspects as spirit and soul.28
inseparable.
and moral.

The image of God in man includes the rational
The rational image makes man different from the

animal creation.
spiritu

These aspects are

This

be divided into

ity, knowledge, and immortality.

Spirituality is

the deepest fact in the likeness of man to God •
is mants

ility to think

was the state of ore

•so

commune with

man both materially and

The moral image is seen in the fact
created holy.

iritual

intimate

It could not become ethical

until man had proven himself
than man reflect God's

•

man was

This holiness was dependent

sence of the Holy Spirit.

Immortality

creatures other

ithtul.

ction, but to man

imagen.
Fall. Vfuen man was created and -placed
he was put on probation. By probation is me

in

or test

the purpose

period.

is

sting t

iding man with the opportunity

was

See Colossians 3:

•

17:

a

choosing to obey his

Psalms

e I Corinthians 5:3; 6:
lonians 5:23; Hebrews 4: •
29 See Hebrews 12:9; Ac

garden

•

:6; I Thessa-
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creator.

Should this choice be made man would become ethically

holy and would enjoy walking in the pure light of God's presence,
without broken fellowship.

Being placed on proba.tion, hc:rwever,

made possible a ehoioe which would result in disobedience and
immediate separation from God.

It must be clearly established

that when AdmD and Eve were placed in the garden they had
sufficient will to continue in holiness,. but no so much as to
make a lapse into sin impossible.

Their environment was the

very best tor they had perfect physical conditions.
The occasion of the temptation was the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil.

This tree when placed in the

garden represented •man's constant dependence upon God."

Also

the "tree of life was intended as an emblem of that life which
man should ever live, provided he continued in obedience to
his maker."3l The very name of this tree is significant.
The phrase good and evil refers to the fact that "'man • • •
ought to know evil only as a possibility that he has overcome."3~

The fruit of this tree was prohibited,

because

it was wrong to eat fruit but that God had commanded them not
to.
God.

To disobey, meant open rebelli.on to the lmown will of
The fact should be stated here that the placing of the

31 Wiley, 2E• cit., II, 55.
32 Ibid., II, 56.
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tree in the garden was a blessing for it provided a constant
reminder against wrong choices.
The agent used in the temptation was Satan, a fallen
angel, who had rebelled against God in heaven.

It is important

to observe that the essential nature of Satan's disobedience
eentered around the unholy desire of becoming like God.
How art thou fallen from heaven, 0 Lucifer, son of the
morning! how art thou cut
to the ground, which
didst weaken the nations! lor thou hast said in thine
heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt
throne
above the stars of God: • • • I will ascend above the
heights of the clouds; I will be like to most Hish
[italics not in originalJ~---sentially this same temptation was presented to Adam and
Eve for Satan promised that they would become like gods should
they disobey.

Here then is the core of sin, rebellion against

God, setting up oneself as adequate authority to rule all of ·
life.

When Satan tempted Adam and Eve he presented God's

good gifts in a false light.

Temptation . became therefore, an

attempt to satisfy a legitimate desire outside the realm of
legitimacy.

The place of

A~Am

and Eve in the fall was essen-

tially the same, that of disobedience.
beguiled

fell~

transsression:

'

ttThe woman beins

And when Adam yielded to

the enticement of Eve, he only proved that he had already
consented to her act;

ne

also fell into transgression [italics

33 Isaiah 14:12-14.
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...

in originalj.

His sin was disobediencen34 though he was not

beguiled.
Special attention should be directed to the fact that
though God permitted the fall, he did not will it.
nature {holy-love)

t

sin ..

form ani in its

God's very

its

condemned to

is not one s

•

Bible

sin.

sin is
ly is --

inst

•

The awfulness of s
, man

•

may be seen in

it
nee

t the

izing principle of lite,

was
no harmonious

re

r in man's

an organized perfect creation to
the birth

an

1

conscience

, they would
ir act.

They ran

h

they

ot

Holy Spirit
ce that man's

was

became

.)

ive
human

(second
rn.
d.]
1880),

b

t

sesser and

tter of
begat ch

depraved nature.
in. h

own 1

In

is 5:3

ss a.fter this image.

was a depraved nature as is
became so

is

in the

t it

, man's intelligence
s

1
, but wi

11

igence.
i

0

were
sexes

cause

raoe.
ion is
Chri

the one

It

be restored
ion
into

tive
eby

fellowsh

subject

llen

its creator.

salvation shall be divided

areas, namely, sin end its consequences;

1st

the atonement.
properly evaluate the
one

or

s

viously noted, sin commenced (
the first man,
representative head of
he

work

,

involved

was both

st
•

pre-

the human family) in
e na

human race.

and federal or
the

his posterity in the

inheritance of a depraved nature.

sentative
result
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the penalty issuing from s
First,

was twofold.

, and eternal death in

relation to man.

Second, natural order was cursed.

purpose for this penalty was to vindicate the justice
which was a display

-

justice.

mercy in relation

Chris't and His work.
-----~

Christ is

sented as the 1

was true becausec he lived a .... ,.~.,..,....,.ct life free from

Adam.

sin as Adam d
as man

before the fall.
God,

Having lived a perfect life

motive for
did not

he

in the place

mediate a plan of reconciliation between God

••

God

's redemptive

serve this act of mercy tor

The

man.

was love.
Bible relates that

• • God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we

Vlere yet sinners, Christ died for us" (Romans 5:8).
The nature of the redemptive work of Christ is divided
into two parts.

These two-told aspects may be defined. by

using the words, propitiation and reconciliation.
tiation is meant, that
propitiation

th~

By propi.:.

and man are brought near.

divine nature of God

(holy~love)

In

was satisfied.

Christ the God•man became the substitute for the human race.
This vicarious death e:x:pres.sed God's love for holiness and
His hatred for sin.

Propitiation is grounded in God's nature.

Reconciliation defines the finished work of Christ

tt

. .. . having effected and exhibited the restoration of
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fellowship between God and malh tt35

Reconeiliation therefore,

is grounded in a God-man relationship.

'l!he relationship

betweell\ propitiation and reconciliation w,ay be stated as
follows:
God lays aside His displeasure against mankind, being
propitiated in the intervention
His son; and all men,
through the ministry of reconciliation, are invited to
enter into a state of acceptance with God,
ing aside
their enmity. The former belongs
the
of Christ
as a decree of heaven fulfilled on earth; the
belongs to the same work as finished on earth and pleaded
in heaven, in the provi on made for individual acceptance.!&
Christ made the reconciliation of the human race to God an
actual fact; however, certain

conditio~s

it a reality in individual lives.

These conditions are con-

viction, repentance, prayer, and faith.
a sense

must be met to

Conviction includes

lostness and deserved condemnation, and a vision

love

mercy.

Repentance involves Godly sorrow, self

humbling, confession, surrender, forsaking of sin, and rest1tution.

Prayer is the means whereby one requests forgiveness

and seeks salvation.

ith in its essential nature is forsaking

all other help and trusting J'esua through his word.
involves a mental ascent
necessary.

Faith

simple trust, both of which are

One important fact about salvation in relatton

to faith, is that we are not saved through works.
35 ~., II, 282.

--

36 Loc. cit.

No amount
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of good works will merit our salvation.
shed blood of J'esus to do this.

It took the precious

The proper relation of

to works is presented in Ephesians. 2::6,9.

Here we see that

we are saved by faith alone unto good works.
are ye saved through
is the gift of God:

n:ror by grace

th; and that not of yourselves:
Not of works, lest any man shou

For we are his workmanship, ere

it

boast.

·in Christ Jesus unto good

works • • • tt
Benefits of atonement.
may be
con

The benefits

ified under the headings; extent,
ions.

The extent

is two-

universal provision, and individual application conditioned
by faith and obedience.

The unconditional benefits are:

extended existence and

ion of man; restorat

to a saveable state; restoration of the
race
g

to man to cooperate with

in

and

triumph over
•

; ult

of evil; curse upon nature

The conditional

ion including just
ifi

ious abili

awakening measure;

a qu

to be born

irit to the

ts are:

itial

ion, regeneration, init

ion (personal corruption

), adoption,

witness of the spirit; full salvation, including cleansing
from inherited corruption,

a

Holy Sp.irit;. preservation unto glorifi
hol

s);

resurrection unto a

te indwelling of the
(growth in
fied state.

18"1

statement must be made regarding the place
in salvation.
covenant

ly it is a sign and seal or

grace.

th~

As a sign it represents the fact that

spiritual purification
the faithfulness
trat

baptism

taken place.

The seal repr

to fulfill his covenant.

follow only

initial. work of salvation

s

Its

is-

ar evidence
been \Vrought in

Also, mention should be made that
is appl

the indi

comes

judgment.

this study to

only in th

life,

It has not

the Conservative Protestantst

ion,

s in the Bible used by
Church to prove a second chance

11 not be challenged except

to mention that a careful study of the context where these
Scriptures are found will show that unwarranted forced eonelusions are derived.
II.
Method of procedure.

and

The doctrines of

Conservative Protestantism have been presented.
remains to contrast these two positions.

It now

For brevity and

clarity, the author has chosen to chart the contrast.

Brief

statements of doctrinal positions will be listed in order as

37 Acts 8:12.
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they have been presented in t!lis study.

If further information

is desired to help clarify any point, one may refer to the
presentation given in the preceeding chapters.

CONSERVATIVE PROTESTANTISM
Revelation • Inspiration

Revelation • Inspiration

Revelation

Revelation

1. Revelation must be continuous because it is the
uncovering
new truth.

1. Christ is the complete
revelation (of God). He is
truth.

2. Revelati.on is the foundation of the church.

2. Christ is the foundation
of the church.

3. Continuous revelation is
necessary to salvation.

3. Salvation is by the
finished work of Christ.

4. Rejection of continuous
revelation means damnation.

4. Rejection of Christ means
damnation.

5. Revelation is received
(
the Mormon Church)
through the Melchizedek
Priesthood.

5.
ion is recorded
the Bible where Holy men of
God were inspired to write.
Christ's mediatorial office
was after the order of
Melchizedek.

6. The keys of authority are
necessary in order to administer salvation.

e.

7. Individual members of the
Mormon Church may receive
personal revelations.

7. Christiana may receive
illumination of God's written
word.

8.
of

8. The Bible alone gives to
us God's objective revelation.

and

The Book of Mormon, Pearl
and noctrine
Covenants are the word of

Great~ci7

"Goa.

Whosoever will may come.
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MORMONISM

CONSERVATIVE PROTESTAmlSM

The Bible is fallible and
an inadequate guide to faith
and practice.

9. The Bible is infallible
and an adequate guide to
faith and practice.

InspiratioD

Inspiration

9.

It is a divine impression
wrought by the Holy Spirit.

1.

1.

I

I
Trinity - God, Christ
and Holy Spirit

Holy men spoke without

I error as they were moved by
the Holy S:p1r1 t.

I!

Trinity - God, Christ,
and Holy Spirit

Trinitl

Trinity

1. There are three separate
Gods.

1.

2. There is unity in purpose,
power, and attributes between
these three separate Gods.

2.

3. The trinity is uniquely
pagan.

3.

4. There is no proof of the
Trinity.

4. The doctrine
Tr
God is revealed in Scripture.

1.

God
God is material.

One God. The Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost are one God.
One God subsists in three
co-equal persons.

The trinity is uniquely
Christian.

-God
1.

God is immaterial.

2. God and man different only
in degree.

2. God and man different in
degree and kind.

3.

3. God as spirit (immaterial)
does not have parts and
•

God has parts and body.
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4.

God is imperfect ..

4. God is absolute perfection.

5.

God is becoming.

5.

e.

God was once man.

6.

7.

God is not

..

Christ

ce

Christ was humane
•

.

7•

(

d

•

ist

1.

God.

eo-eternal with

material
is a
immaterial.
nding of Deity
nature.
2.

•

con-

4. Chri
was not born
a
virgin. (Adam was Christ's
natural father).
5.

•

God
)

t is literally
God.

3.

God

Christ was a

•

3. Christ was conceived
the Holy
•

4. Christ was born of
Virgin
•
5.

lived a

~Oll

Holy Spirit

Spirit

sonage of spi:rit.

1. The Holy Spirit is a
Person.

2. The Holy Spirit is Divine
Fluid.

2.

3. Every atom is a part of
the Holy Spirit.

3. The Holy Spirit is
tinct from all matter.

1.

~he

Holy Spirit is a per-

Chri

life.

The Holy Spirit is the
irit of truth.
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4., T:he Holy
omnipresent.

irit alone is

4. Ea~h perso~ of .the Godhead is e;ual in all attrib~tes.

ation and the Fall

the )"all

Creation

Creetion

Creation

1.

Matter is eternal.

1.

Matter is created,
fore not eternal.

2.

God formed the world from
tent matter.

2. God created the world ex
nihilo (from nothing).

3.

All men pre-existed as
spirit beings.

5. No mem bar of the human
race pre-existed except Christ
who is God.

4. All men were begotten in
the spirit world.

4.

5.

was made in the material image of God (body and
parts).

5.

6. The purpose for creation
to exalt ma.n who may become a
God.

God.

7. Man was created for eternal marriage and procreation
beyond this life.

7. Marriage is for this life
only, there will be no procreation in the next life.

Fall
1. Satan is the younger
brother of Christ, the natural
offspring of God.

Man was created by God.

Man was ere
in the
image and likeness of God
(spiritual and moral}.

6.

Man can never become a

-Fall

1. Satan is a created being,
an angel.

MOru'VfONISM

CONSERVATIVE

2.

God planned and purposed
the fall •.

2. God permitted the fall,
but did not plan or purpose
it.

3.

Satan was used of God to
initiate the tall.

Satan's rebellion issued
in sin.
was not God's
Will•

4. The greatest commandment
given to Adam and Eve was to
multiply and replenish the
earth.

4.

3.

The greatest commandment
wa;a to obey God.

Adam wisely followed Eve
5. Adam wilfully disobeyed
in sinning in order to :rulfill God. This did not :fUlfill
God';a desire;a.
God's desires.
5.

\'

&. The fall was a blessing
because man became mortal and
could propagate the race.

6. God created Adam and Eve
to propagate the race. This
power was not the result of
the fall.

7.

The fall was a blessing
because man came to a knowledge of good through sin.

7.

8.

The fall was a blessing
because man could be exalted
to the position of a God.

8.

9.

The fall was a blessing
because our intelligence was
enlightened through knowledge
of sin.

9.

10. The fall was a blessing
because man exercised his
free will.

10. Adam could have exercised
his free will and not sinned.

11. The fall issued in depravity of body, not spirit.

11.

Adam and Eve knew good
without expe·riencing sin.

Man was never intended to
be a God.

Sin (through the fall)
darkened intelligence.

Fall issued in depravity
spirit.
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CONSERVATIVE

MORMONISM

Salvation

Salvation

Atonement

Atonement

1. God planned the fall and
atonement.

1. God plann.ed the atonement
because of the fall.

2. Christ's death was a vicarious sacrifice.

2.

Faith

Faith and Repentance

~Repentance

Faith is essential to
repentance.

1. Faith is essential to
repentance.

1.
2.

Christ's death was a vicarious sacrifice.

Faith is trust in

ist.

2. Faith is trust in Christ
as the God-man ..

3.

Faith plus works
priates salvation~

3.

Faith alone appropriates
salvation.

Repe.ntance is essential to
salvation.

4.

4.

Repentance is assent
to salvation.

Baptism
Baptism
salvation.

1.

assent

Baptism
to

2. Sins are actually forgiven
in act of
ism.

Baptism is an ordinance
to be administered
regeneration.

1..

2. Sins are forgiven only
through faith in Christ.

3. Immersion is the only ac3. Difference of opinion
cepted mode.
, within Conservat
Protestantism.
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MORiv10NIS14

ReceivinB

~

OONSERVATI"'ifE

Holi Spirit

Receivins

~

Holl Spirit

The Holy Spirit is received by faith.

1. The Holy Spirit is reoe
by the laying on of hands.

1.

2. The Holy Spirit is a
sent comforter.

2 • . The Holy Spirit is a pre-

pr~

The Holy Spirit provides
gifts for the church.

3.

Provision for
1.

ing

3. The Holy Spirit provides
gifts
the church.

~ ~

There
the

1.

judgment,
ment for

2. Mormons are being baptized
for the dead by proxy.

Results

sent comforter.

2.

not

punishfor the dead is
stament doctrine.

Results of Salvation

Salvation

Christ's de
made available complete redemption.

1.

Christ's death automatically provided for Adam's
•

1.

2. Individual sins must be
worked out.

2. Individual sins are forgiven through the cleansing
blood.

3.

Salvation is an awakening
of Divinity within.

3.

4. There will be a bodily
resurrection.

4.

5.

God.

Man is exalted to become a

6. The dead will have an
opportunity to receive Christ.

Salvation is the quickening of the spiritual nature.

There will be a bodily
resurrection.
Redeemed humanity shall
be glorified.

5.

6. After death, there will
be the judgment and eternal
punishment for the wicked.
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MORMONISM
Proper authority

CONSERVATIVE

PROTESTAl~

Proper authoritl

1. A distinct priesthood
operates in the Mormon Church.

1. There is a universal
priesthood of believers.

2. The Melohizedek Priesthood
was restored to Church under
Joseph Smith.

2. Christ alone is after the
order of Melchizedek.

3. There is no salvation
outside the Mormon Church.

3. Salvation is universal.
It is based on
ith and
obedience.

CRAP.PJm VII

CONCLUSION
'l!he author of this study t'irmly believes tnat to
disregard the Bible as the infallible Word of God will inevitably lead into pathways of error.

The study ·or the Mormon

Church, with its open repudiation of the Bible as the inerrant
Word, has confirmed this belief_.;

Nowhere may one f'ind a

religious movement which has embraced so many antichristian
views while claiming to be the only true body of Christendom.
The Mormon Ohurch claims to have restored many precious
parts of the Bible.

Its argument for these supposed restored

truths is based primarily upon silence.

Where the Bible has

little or nothing to say the Mormon Church has taken liberty
to develop large systems of thought.
for the dead is a good example.

The doctrine of'

ism

Mormonism teaches tha.t

baptism for the dead was administered in the wilderness
tabernacle, and that Solomon's temple was a later scene for
these baptisms.
assertion?

Where are the facts to prove this .dogmatic

They are not to be found in the Old Testament or

in secular history.

The Mormon Church answers that the Bible

has been so corrupted that this teaching has been erased from
religious and secular literature.
Another important doctrine

the MOrmon Ohurch.based

primarily upon silence is the Melchizedek Priesthood.

The

13'1

elaborate history of this priesthood, handed dow.ft from generation to generat

, is nowhere to be found in the Bible.

How

strange that God did not in at least one place clearly state
that this priesthood was after the order of mano

Instead,

the Bible is very clear in teaching that Christ alone is after
the order of Melchizedek.
No one can claim to be Christian who posits a finite
progressing God {•ho was once man).

It is evident that the

Mormon writers (in making God finite) have endeavored to read
into God what they have seen in man.

The logical result has

issued in a materialistic concept of God.
In many of it:t teachings, the Mormon Church reveals
the fact that it has attempted to force into the Christian
system those teachings it desires.
belief in polygamy.

A classic example is the

Desiring to establish this view, Mormon

writers claim that Christ was a

poly~amist.

The conclusion

follows that if the Son of God practiced polygamy it would
certainly be right for his followers to do likewise.
Because of the

assumptions upon which this church

is founded, the system has necessarily become a complicated
bundle of error.

example,

Mormon Church, was planned of Godo

fall, as taught by the
This te

belief that God was obligated to redeem man.
f'urther developed

in
is was

the doctrine of a second chance.

God

has to give every possible opportunity for repentance because

he became 1

to man through the fall.

Th

and other
examples might be given as proof that a departure
Godfs

objective Word, the Holy Bible, issues in gross error.
Th

study

been

sented

sincere

that many might be profited in guarding against the
laymen are

truth about

ty
the
w

i

e:r

firmly

1

move-

see that
t

a

are

in Bible truth and

a

iness
assume
aries.

sive

This author

it

is the most effective we
cult

ism.

true

one can never
life.

the

cause the

timony

the

I have believed, and am persuaded

that he·is able
against that

one can use

is
is from

Paul, '"• •• I

i-

keep
•

I have committed unto him

nl

l II Timothy 1:

•

139

BIBLIOGRAPHY

A.

PRO-MORMON

Berrett, William
, ~ Restored Qbureh. Utah: The
Department of Education of the Church
Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints, 1937. 560 pp.
Durham, Homer G., arranged and
ted, The Discourses of
Wilford woodruff. Utah: The Bookoraft flo., 1946:- 357 pp.
Woodruff as the fourth president speaks authoritative
!'or the church.

..

, compiler, Gospel Standards. eleventh edition;
--~TI!I'rh~""'e-. Deseret News Press, 1944.
386 pp.
La Rue, William
,
tions of Mormonism.
!919. 243 PP•

Alfred Williams Anthony, The FoundaYork: Fleming H. Revell Co.,

Nelson, Nels L., Scientific Aspects of :Mormonism.
G. P. Putnam's Sons, !904. 3i7pp.

York:

Orme, Gilbert Charles, arranged
edited, L. D. s. Scriptures. Utah: The Bookcraft Co., 194'7. 541 PP•
An excellent guide to the study of Mormon Scriptures ..

Pratt J Orson, "..ltbsurdi ties of Immateri ism", Pamphlet
\Liverpool:
James, Printer,[n. d1l·

An outstanding apologetic for the doctrine of mater

ism.

----~-'

"The Bible and Tradition, Without Further Revelation,
An Insufficient Guide," Divine Authoritl of the Book of
Mormon, Vol. 16, Decemb<ltr 1, ISSO.
- , "The Kingdom of God," A Series of Pamphlets on the
£!!. the GosJ2el {Utah: George Q.. Cannon &; Son
Co., !as!}, 3~pp.

---,D=-o-·ctrines

Smith, Joseph, The Book of Mormon. Utru1: The Church of Jesus
Christ of tatter-day Saints, 1948. 568 pp.
One o:r the four s.tandard works.

Exceedingly wordy.

, The Doctrine and Covenants. Utah: The Church of
---3'•e-su's Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1950. 312 pp.
One of the four standard works.

, !he Pearl of Great Price. Utah: The Church
Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1951. 65 pp.

----~J~esus

One of the four standard works.
Smith, Joseph
, Gospel Doctrine Sermons ~ Writinis.
eighth edition; Utah: Deseret Book Company, l9 9.

553 pp. .

Sixth president speaks dogmatically on the subject
revelation.
---:::--' The Restoration of All Things.
News, 1944. 334 PP•

Utah:

The Deseret

, compiler, Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith.
---f.,..,..ifth edition; Utah: TheDeseret News Press, 1958.
410 pp.
Indispensable in establishing authority of,Mormon Doctrine.
Sperry, Sidney B., Themes of the Restored Gospel.
Bookcraft Publishing Co.;-!950. !65
James E., Articles of Faith.
:
sus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1949.

..l..lU<;;l.""-"'.,

536

Utah:
Church of

Essential to an understanding of the Articles of
~The

irit,~

ic

ith.

Utah Pamphlets, Vol. 16, (Found in Free
, Salt Lake City, Utah).

"The True Faith," ~ Pamthlets,. Vol. 16~ (Found in Free
Public Library• Salt aka City, Utah}.
, John
, selected and
Young. Utah: The
Indispensable to a clear
ot Mormon
ctrine.

BrisP:am
pp.
ion of the development

B.
Biederwolf, Edward, Mormonism Under the Searchlight.
B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1951. 68 pp.

Michigan:

This is a valuable booklet to put in
the hands of laymen. It is brief, accurate, and in.terestingly written.

l4l
Gibbs, Josiah F., Ligpts and Shadows of Mol"monism.. Utah:
Salt Lake Tribune f!Ullish1ng t!o .. -;-190§., · 535 pp.
A good treatment of the founding of this movement, special
emphasis is given to the political aspect of
ism.
Lamb,

T.,, The. Golden Bible.,
344 pp.

New York:

Ward and Drummond,

1867.

The most complete argument against the Book of Mormon
being the word of God that this author found:~~~~

of Mormonism.
318 pp.

New York:

Snowden, James H.. , ~ Truth About Mormonism.
George H. Doran Company, 1926. 359 pp ..

E. P.

York:

Van Baalen, Jan Karel, '];he Chaos of Cults. Michigan:
B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1946. 265
•
A brief survey of
upon polygamy.
C.

tory and

otrine.

cial emphasis

CONSERVArriVE PROTESTA:N'TISM

Fausset, A. R., Bible Cyclopaedia.
Company, 1892. ?53 pp.

.tJew York:

Funk & Wagnalls

Field, Benjamin, Handbook of Christian Theology.
Hodder and Stoughton,-raal. 311 PP•

London:

Henry, Carl F. H., Notes~ the Doctrine of God.
w. A. lde Company, 1948. 151 PP•

Boston:

Morgan, G. Campbell,. Peter and the Church.
H. Revell Company, 1938. 96 pp.

:t~ew

York:

Fleming

Newman, Albert H., A Manual of Church Historl• Illinois:
The American Baptist Publication Society, 1948.
Orr,' James, general editor, The International Standard Bible
Encyclopaedia. 5 vols.; Michigan: tm. B. Eerdmans Puolishing Co., 1947. 3541 pp.
·

143
Pope, William Burt, A Compendium ot Christian 'l'heolofiy•
. 3 vols., second-edition; New York: Phillips &. nnt tor
vol. I and II, [n. d.], and London: Vfeslyan Conference
ce for vola. II, 1880. 1440 pp.
Wesley, John, A Plain Account of Christian Perfection.
Kentucky:- Pentecostal Publishing Co.,[n. dJ 64 pp.
Wiley, H. Orton, Christian Theologz. 3 vola.; Missouri:
Beacon Hill Press, 1949. l468 pp.
D.

SUGGESI'ED BIBLIOGR.!U'HY

Dee, Genet
igham, A Voice from the Dust.
Press, 1939. 860 pp. ------An attempt to prove the vali

Utah:

Deseret

of the Book of M:orm.on.

Roberts, B. H., A Comprehensive History of the Church.
Utah: Deseret News Press, 1930.

6

An excellent reference to use in studying Doctrine and
Covenants.
Smith, Hyrum H., and Janne M. Sjodahn, Doctrine and Covenants
Commentary. revised edition; Utah: DeseretBook
Company, 1950. 902 PP•
A valuable reference work.
Smith, Joseph, The Holy Scriptures (Inspired Version}.
Missouri: Herald Publishing House, 194?. 1567 pp.
inspired revision of the authori
version printed
by
Reorganized Church.
is version is an attempt
to e ablish Mormon Doctrine.

An

SUGGESTED

BIBLIOGRl~HY

Bays, Davis H., The Doctrines ~ Dogmas of !v1ormonism.
St. Louis: Christian Publishing Co., 1897. 459 PP•
Writes authoritatively and convincingly against the
movement with special re renee to the churches
misuse
Bible texts. He was an Elder in the Mormon
Church.

.;

146:

Beadle, ;r. H., Life in.Utah .21: the Mysteries and Crimes of'
Mormonism. Pennsylvania: National PUblishing Co.,
'JP. d.) 540 pp.
A valuable study of' the historical development of' Mormonism.
Utah exposing acts of' crime.

Dickinson, Ellen E., New Light On Mormonism.
Funk & Wagnalls, 1885. 272 pp.

New York:

Young, Ann Eliza,
& Co., 1875.

Dustin Gilman

~

No. 19.

605 pp.

Connecticut:

A practical study on polygamy.
wife of' Brigham Young.

Mrs. Young was the 19th

